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Grace Episcopal Church  
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 29, 2023 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 PRELUDE                              The Gift to be Simple (based on American Shaker hymn) - arr. D. Wood 

 PROCESSION HYMN #390                                                                        Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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355 OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY                    
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 GLORIA #S278 (Sung by all) 

 Glory to God in the highest,  
   and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
   we worship you, we give you thanks,  
   we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
   have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
   receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
   Jesus Christ,  
   with the Holy Spirit,  
   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully 
hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                         Micah 6:1-8 

 Lector     A reading from the Prophet Micah. 

 Hear what the LORD says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
and let the hills hear your voice. 

Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
and he will contend with Israel. 

 

“O my people, what have I done to you? 
In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
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and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
with calves a year old? 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 - The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

 PSALM 15  (responsively, by whole verse) 

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does 
what is right,  
who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend;  
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected,  
but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong  
and does not take back his word. 
 
6 He does not give his money in hope of 
gain,  
nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent. 
 
7 Whoever does these things  
shall never be overthrown. 

  
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING                                                                                              1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
Lector     A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 
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The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in 
order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

- The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

 SEQUENCE HYMN #655 (vv. 1-2)                                  O Jesus, I have promised to serve 
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 THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 
 

-- The Gospel of the Lord    People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 SEQUENCE HYMN #655 (v. 3)                                    O Jesus, I have promised to serve 

 THE HOMILY                                                                                               The Reverend Edward Kelaher 

358 THE NICENE CREED 

 We believe in one God,  
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth,  
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
   the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father,  
   God from God, Light from Light,  
   true God from true God,  
   begotten, not made,  
   of one Being with the Father.   
   Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven:   
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
   and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate;    he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.     
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead,  
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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392 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM VI) 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; we pray for Joe our President, Roy our 
Governor, Jason our Mayor, and John our Councilman; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Samuel and Jennifer our Bishops; and Ed our Priest; and all 
other bishops and ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.       Silence 
 

We pray for all who are traveling, especially Cameron Klass, Julia Klass, and Josey Parker, 
 

and those with special needs:   
 

Darla Tysinger, Fred Adkins, Mark Adkins, Amanda Amon, Ella Asebes, David Barkston, Alice Brandon 

& family, Baylee Brown, Gayle Burke, Emily Duquette Byers, Lynne Cleckley, Linda Clodfelter, Morgan 

Curia, Tracy Davis, Barbara Dixon, Anita Ewbank, Renee Ewbank, Charlotte Froehlich, Marc Frye, 

Jenny Gallen and family, Shana Garland, Jane Grimes, George Hanna, Rob Hare, Kristen Harris, Nancy 

Hinkle, Chris Hodges, Jon Huff,  Jahiya Huntley, Kathy Johnson, Lindsay Layfield, Cara Lee, Carol 

May, Kate McKenzie, Nicholas Melomo, Roan Mitchell, Dan & Fran Moore, O'Lema Morgan, Gilliam 

Nicholson,  Harriett Owens, Howard Palmer, Lynn Parsley, Bill Phillipps, Gabby Plott, Anne Rives, 

Libby Robert, Jacklyn Rojas, Lucas Sanabria, Tommy Shaw, Suzy Sheets, Talmadge Silversides, Amy 

Burkhart Smith, Dan Griff Smith, Martha Ellen Smith, Louise Snyder, Peggy Snyder, Jackie Touchton, 

Laura Turlington, Perry Grimes Van Dyke, Kathy Watson, Flynn Williams, Mary and Jay Williams, Susan 

and Brian Wilson, Vickie Wolfe, and Charlotte Young. 
 

“Are there others?”                    
 

Hear us, Lord;   For your mercy is great. 
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We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.        Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.    Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

The celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and 
fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, 
but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.    Silence 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone;  
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of our Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

Please stand if you are able 

 THE PEACE  
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                        Blessed Are the Pure in Heart - H. W. Davies 
 

   Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see our God; 
   the secret of the Lord is theirs, their soul is Christ's abode. 
   Still in the lowly soul he doth himself impart, 
   and for his dwelling and his throne chooseth the pure in heart. 

 

 PRESENTATION OF GIFTS              The offering is brought forward as the hymn is played. 
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 PRESENTATION OF GIFTS DOXOLOGY #397 (v. 1) 
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

367 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   (Eucharistic Prayer B) 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 SANCTUS #S125 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people may stand or kneel 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

Celebrant and People  
 

We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory; 
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The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

364 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
      for ever and ever. Amen. 

364 THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

 INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to come forward for Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.  
You may receive both the bread and wine, or only the bread or only the wine.  

Receiving Communion in one or both forms is sufficient sacramentally.  
If you prefer neither bread nor wine, you also are invited to come forward and to simply  

cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the minister to provide you with a holy blessing of the Lord.  
 

366 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING      
 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members  
of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 
 

Please stand if you are able 
 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

 DISMISSAL HYMN #404                                                             We will extol you, ever-blessed Lord 
 

 

366 THE DISMISSAL  
 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 POSTLUDE                                                                                Little G Minor Prelude - J. S. Bach 
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                     WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY     

 Lector: Barbara Presnell Greeter: Barbara Presnell 
 Intercessor:   Kristi Allred LEM: Miles Cleckley 
 Ushers: Joe Wallace, Art Burkhart Acolytes: Kate Inabinett, Fisher Welborn 
 Audio Visual:   David Jones, Russ Johnson  and Tanner Sheets 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME GUESTS AND NEWCOMERS! 
 

  We are delighted to have you worship with us today, and we would welcome the 
opportunity to get acquainted.  Please sign the Guest Book in the narthex and join us 
immediately following the service in the Undercroft (beneath the church) for refreshments 
and conversation.  Today our hosts are Melissa and David Thayer. 

     The restrooms are located in the rear hallway, and diaper-changing stations are provided 
in both rooms. 

     During Holy Communion, if you are unable to receive communion at the altar rail, please 
notify an usher so that communion can be brought to you.   

 
  

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God 
by Wes, Kristi, Chandler, and Blair Allred 

in memory of Carleen & Clifton Allred, Gertha & Lloyd Kepley, 
Peg & Russell Johnson, and Pat & George Brooks. 
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Lexington, North Carolina 27292-3234 
phone: 336-249-7211 

fax: 336-249-8711 

email:  gracechurch@gracelexingtonnc.org 

www.gracelexingtonnc.org 
 

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Samuel Rodman, Diocesan Bishop 

The Right Reverend Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 
 

The Reverend Edward T. Kelaher, Rector 
Joan Clodfelter, Minister of Music 

Kathy Johnson, Christian Education Director 
Maureen Tincher, Parish Administrator 
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THE VESTRY 

     2023        2024       2025   
Walter Beeker 

            David Jones Jr. Warden 

Cathy Riggan 
Robin Sink 

            Lynn Meeks Treasurer 

  Logan Sheets 
            Susan Terrell Clerk 

              Kathy Young 
 

             Wes Allred Sr. Warden 

       Thompson Miller Asst. Treasurer 

         Marjorie Parker Asst. Clerk 

          Marilyn Taylor 

 

Vestry Person of the Month for January is Lynn Meeks. 
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