BAPTISM
and
A Special Holy Communion
Service for our Children
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II & Baptism
10:30 a.m.

PRELUDE

Aria on "Jewels" (old Sunday School tune) - D. Wood
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #368

Holy Father, great Creator

299 OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
There is one Body and one Spirit;

People
Celebrant
People

There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON
Lector

Ezekiel 36:24-28

A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel.

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather
you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon
you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanliness, and from all your idols I will cleanse
you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from
your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and
make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the
land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
- The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (responsively by whole verse)
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
1

He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
2

He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his
Name's sake.
3

Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
4

2

You spread a table before me in the
presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
5

Surely your goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for
ever.
6

THE EPISTLE

Romans 8:14-17

Lector A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba!
Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.
- The Word of the Lord
SEQUENCE HYMN (VV. 1, 3-4)

Thanks be to God.
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult

THE GOSPEL
Celebrant
People

Mark 10:13-16
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

People were bringing little children to Jesus in order that he might touch them; and the disciples
spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
-- The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
SEQUENCE HYMN (V. 5)

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult
3

THE HOMILY

The Reverend Edward T. Kelaher

301 HOLY BAPTISM

The Celebrant says

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Parents and Godparents:

I present Thomas Finley Kelaher to receive the
Sacrament of Baptism.

The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith
and life?
Parents and Godparents:

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents:

I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions to the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infant
Question
Answer

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Question
Answer

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the
creatures of God?
I renounce them.

Question
Answer

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Question
Answer

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.

Question
Answer

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.

Question
Answer

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Finn in his life in Christ?
People

We will.

Let us join with Finn who is committing himself to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.

4

304 THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT (Standing)

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People

People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

People

305 PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE

Celebrant

Let us now pray for Finn who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth,
and for all here present, having renewed our own commitment to Christ.

Leader
People

Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Open our hearts to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader

People

Fill us with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Keep us in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
5

Leader
People

Teach us to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Send us into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader
People

Bring us to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Celebrant

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ
your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him
to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

306 THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt
into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from
the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we
are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn
by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
307 THE BAPTISM

Thomas Finley Kelaher, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us pray.
6

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this
your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O
Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and
to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.
Finn, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim
his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
308 THE PEACE

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY

What a Friend We Have in Jesus - M. Sedio

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #380 (v. 3) (The offering is brought forth while the hymn is being sung)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Celebrant

By the grace of God the Father, the love of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit, the
children named here will be receiving Holy Communion for the first time ever, or will be
receiving for the first time after training and preparation in the Sacrament. We give thanks
to God for their lives in Christ.
Blair Allred
Chandler Allred
Finn Kelaher
David Thayer

Jordan Purdy
Fiona Sanabria
Lucas Sanabria

Tanner Sheets
Trinity Sheets
Tucker Sheets

361 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
7

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us
citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
SANCTUS
(sung by all)

The people may stand or kneel

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
8

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
364

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

364 THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
For our special service today, we will administer Holy Communion in this order:
 First, our Choir
 Second, our honored Communion Candidate Children and their families will come forward all together.
 Third, our Congregation will come forward once the candidates have left the altar.
366 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

9

THE BLESSING
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven and
earth is named, grant you to be strengthened with might by his Holy Spirit, that, Christ
dwelling in your hearts by faith, you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.
DISMISSAL HYMN #535

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim

366 THE DISMISSAL

The Celebrant dismisses the people
Celebrant
People

POSTLUDE

10

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Holy Manna - Moore/Carter

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Lector:
Intercessor:
Ushers:
Audio Visual:

Kristi Allred
Melissa Thayer
Joe Wallace
Art Burkhart
David Jones
Russ Johnson

Greeter:
LEM:
Acolytes:

Sandy Reynolds
Pam Harvey
Erik Petruzzi
Cooper Petruzzi
Kate Inabinett

WELCOME GUESTS AND NEWCOMERS!
We are delighted to have you worship with us today, and we would welcome the
opportunity to get acquainted. Please sign the Guest Book in the narthex.
The restrooms are located in the rear hallway, and diaper-changing stations are provided
in both rooms.
During Holy Communion, if you are unable to receive communion at the altar rail, please
notify an usher so that communion can be brought to you.
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
419 S. Main Street
Lexington, North Carolina 27292-3234
phone: 336-249-7211
fax: 336-249-8711
email: gracechurch@gracelexingtonnc.org
www.gracelexingtonnc.org
The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Samuel Rodman, Diocesan Bishop
The Right Reverend Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan
The Very Reverend Edward T. Kelaher, Rector
Joan Clodfelter, Organist & Choir Director
Kathy Johnson, Christian Education Director
Maureen Tincher, Parish Administrator
John Taylor, Facilities Manager

THE VESTRY
2023

Walter Beeker
David Jones Jr. Warden
Cathy Riggan
Robin Sink

2024

Lynn Meeks Treasurer
Logan Sheets
Susan Terrell Clerk
Kathy Young

2025

Wes Allred Sr. Warden
Thompson Miller Asst. Treasurer
Marjorie Parker Asst. Clerk
Marilyn Taylor

Permission to print, podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE # A-709853. All Rights Reserved.
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