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Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord,  

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58 
 

Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap,  
if we do not give up.  Galatians 6:9 

 

Summertime at Grace is wide open and robust in 2022.  
 
Blessings abound from the completions of our J2A Pilgrimage, our annual Pisgah Camping Retreat, our Arts 
Academy distribution of Arts Bags to area children, and our 200th Anniversary celebration, with more 
Anniversary events to come.  
 

Here are other ongoing and summer ministries to celebrate! 
 

Wednesday Education. Our summer teaching series on the Spiritual Beings of the Bible has kicked off at 
10:30 on Wednesdays. Each class is a stand-alone, so please come even if you missed any sessions.  
 
Wednesday Worship. Also on Wednesdays is our Furnace Prayer Meeting at Noon, with Holy Communion 
and healing prayers on the first Wednesday of each month.  
 
Grace Food Ministry. Our Grace Food Ministry continues to feed many people each Sunday. We note that 
this team does so with a skeleton crew because of an aching need for more volunteers. Please call the church 
to say that your heart is moved to help prepare food for those who need our loving service. God will bless you 
if you do! 
 
Building and Grounds Improvements.  If you have been around the church, you will see that our Parish 
Facilities Manager John Taylor and our Junior Warden David Jones are leading us to several significant 
improvements. Major physical renovations are now underway in our administrative offices. Great landscaping 
additions have been made in our Columbarium, Courtyard, and elsewhere. Within our historic Chapel we find 
a gorgeously renovated Sacristy. The bathroom in our main office has been completely renovated with new 
drywall, tile floors, fixtures, and finishings. Many more renovations and changes of our offices, classrooms, 
and meeting spaces are envisioned, along with repurposed uses for different rooms. 
 
Our Parish Hall.  Separately, we should take note of the major upgrading of our Parish Hall. All windows 
there are to be replaced within the next month or so. Already completed are the restoration of the floors, 
repainting of the walls, the creation of a classroom setting, the creation of a conference seating area, the 
upgrading of all audio/visual electronics, the beautification of the fireplace, and the installation of a new 
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doorway, eliminating access by awkward stair configurations. The vision for the Parish Hall will culminate in a 
full renovation – including a new kitchen. This room has become our primary and most utilized meeting place 
and should evermore be so as we realize so many wonderful changes.   
 
Looking ahead, take a peek at some of the initiatives for our new program year beginning in September.  
 
Children and Teen Ministries. Our most vital need is for resources for our children, teens, and families. We 
are blessed beyond measure by the continuing and life shaping ministries of Sims and Cathy Riggan, who have 
led our J2A student ministry for 25 years. Wow! Our gratitude and honor for them is beyond expression. Our 
calling is to build upon the inspiration of their example by adding to their ministries for our children and 
teens. To increase Cathy’s and Sims’ ministry, we might consider a youth minister and/or Christian Education 
coordinator, though Grace Church’s annual budget has no surplus to do that as we might hope. In fact, our 
total budget and giving is only about half of what is needed to properly manage our parish overall. We are 
examining all possibilities and praying for God to lead us to the best way forward, especially regarding 
increased giving to our Lord’s mission in this wonderful place.  
 
Young Family Ministry.  Our Young Family Initiative will launch in September. Meetings are already 
underway, and a plan and strategy are being formed to serve our existing young families, while embracing 
and serving new families from our community. This is a crucial ministry effort for Grace and its future.  
 
Newcomer Welcoming Ministry.  A formally organized Newcomer Welcoming Ministry is being formed for 
September. Engaging and loving our visitors is a vital part of Gospel ministry, and of growing Grace.  
 
Hospitality and Parish Life. A newly organized and structured Hospitality/Parish Life Ministry is also being 
formed for September. Grace Church has been blessed by leaders and different groups who respond each 
time a gathering is at hand. A gathering might be a funeral reception, Coffee Hours after worship, special feast 
days on the church calendar, cookouts, anniversary celebrations, picnics, and much more. This year our 
gatherings included a 200th Anniversary Celebration! Having a formal, singular, and well-defined ministry for 
these life celebrating events would more greatly empower those who already serve in this role for our church.  
 
There is so much more to anticipate and report. If you have an inspiration or vision that would lift Grace to 
greater ministry and mission, please let me know. I would love to hear from you! 
 
  May the Holy Spirit continue to empower Grace Church,  

Ed+ 
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200 Years Celebrated in the Senate 

On Thursday, June 23rd, Senator Steve Jarvis honored 
Grace Church by reading an official Proclamation on 
the Chamber floor commemorating our Bi-
Centennial.   
 

A delegation consisting of Reverend Ed and Patty 
Kelaher, Pam Harvey, Kathy Goodman, Bob Husted 
and Tommy Black were recognized in the Gallery 
after the reading.  We were greeted to a standing 
ovation. 

After the session closed, we were invited to the 
Chamber floor for pictures and a tour including 
Senator Jarvis’ office.  
 

Upon leaving the Legislative Building, we drove to 
The Diocesan House so that we could make copies 
of the Proclamation for their records.  Bishop Anne, 
greeted us warmly and gave us a tour. 
 

We had hoped to have a larger representation, 
however, due to Senate scheduling, we were not 
notified until 24 hours before the reading and 
several more parishioners were not able to attend.   
It was a great day for Grace Episcopal Church and 
another exciting milestone for our 200th 
Anniversary. 
 

Tommy Black, Sr. Warden Emeritus 
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More Summer Classes Available 

THE BEINGS OF THE BIBLE 
 

A FUN SUMMER TEACHING SERIES 
 

Wednesdays at 10:30, beginning July 6 
In the Grace Church Parish Hall 

 

Come and learn some Bible teachings you have been wondering about for a long time. 

Each week we will share a short video, some teaching, and some conversation. 

Rector Ed Kelaher will lead our sessions.  

Everyone is invited with snacks, beverages, and fellowship all free! 

If you can only come to one or some of the sessions, please do. Each class stands alone. 

We will have Bibles on hand but of course you should bring your own if you like. 

There will be a handout each week.  

Here are samples of our weekly topics: 
 

 Who is God?  Who are The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit? 

 Are the Holy Ghost and the Holy Spirit the same Person? 

 Who are the Angels? Who are some of the named Angels? 

 Who is my Guardian Angel if I even have one? 

 Are there male and female Angels? 

 Who are the Archangels, and what is an Archangel?  

 Who is The Angel of the Lord? (This one is a big deal!) 

 Who is the Devil, Satan? 

 Who are the Fallen Angels? 

 Is there an Angel of Death? 

 Who are the Demons? 

 Who are the saints and the Saints? 

 Who are the Heavenly Host and the Communion of Saints?  

 Who are we as Humans? 

 Did Adam and Eve have belly buttons? 

 How do all these listed beings connect to us? Far more than one might think! 
 

We will have a lot of fun and warm times together as we learn. 

Please come! 

For more information, please contact the church office.  

336-249-7211 

GraceChurch@gracelexingtonnc.org 
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Adopt a Garden Area Around the Church Campus 

The Buildings and 
Grounds Committee met 
and discussed a variety of 
needs around the church 
buildings and grounds. 
Many require expert 
trades people to 
complete the job while 
some can be 
accomplished by willing 
and able parishioners. 
 

With the help of Wes 
Allred’s lawn 
maintenance and John 
Taylor tidying up by 
blowing leaves, watering, 
and adding mulch I’m 
sure you have noticed 
how good our church 
grounds are looking.  One 
area that does need help 
from our parishioners is 
keeping up the garden 
areas.  We have identified 
12 garden areas that we 
hope will become 
adopted by families or a 
group of people to 
maintain. 
 

Adopting a garden area 
means doing the actual 
maintenance throughout 
the year such as: 
weeding, pruning, and 
replacing/purchasing 
plants as needed. If you 
do want to add plantings they will need to 
be approved by the Building and Grounds 
Committee. John Taylor will do all the 
watering and there is a shed in the 
playground area with rakes, shovels, and 
other tools necessary for this task. 

 
Let us know if you are interested in this project and 
if you have any questions please ask Kathy Johnson, 
Julie Dayvault or John Taylor. 



Page 6 The GraceVine—July 2022 

Arts Academy at Grace Delivers Joy to Children Through Art Bags 

One hundred children in Lexington and Davidson 
County were given the gift of ART this week.  
 
“[She] was SO excited!” reports Jen Fuller-Allen of 
the YMCA of a little girl with braids. “As soon as she 
opened the bag she said, "Oh my GOODNESS!!!!!!!!!" 

She was jumping up and 
down, she was so 
thrilled.” 
 
Other students 
immediately took to the 
concrete to begin their 
creative play.  
 

For the second summer, with traditional Arts 
Discovery Camps on temporary hiatus due to COVID 
precautions, the Arts Academy at Grace used camp 
funds, partially donated by Charity League of 
Lexington (AAG is continuing to collect donations to 
cover the remaining expense) to fill canvas bags with 
supplies. Inside the bags, children found a thick pad 
of blank artist’s paper, crayons, colored markers, 
colored pencils, watercolors, a pencil and sharpener, 
and play dough.  
 
Along with the supplies came suggestions on ways 
the children could imagine their 
projects onto pages. Partnering 
with leadership at the YMCA, who 
distributed the bags at four 
locations, AAG fulfilled its purpose, 
to use the arts to “nurture the life-
giving resources that strengthen the 
spirit in a lasting way.”  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A personal note: Few things remind us of God’s 
wonder and greatness more than the gift of 
creativity. With God’s grace, we humans can create 
worlds on canvases, write our lives on paper, sculpt 
our feelings in clay and stone, move our bodies to 
tell our stories, open our voices with song. Children 
are natural artists who pour their loves, their fears, 
their joys, and their sadnesses into heart-felt 
creations. Their work is pure: there is no “good” or 
“bad”; there is simply expression of the divine 
within. What better gift could we adults, so often 
inhibited in our free expression, give to our children 
but the gift of art? I am grateful to Grace Church and 
AAG for continuing to recognize God’s goodness in 

our children throughout our 
community and for all the love and 
support Grace Church has given to 
me as I pursue my own love of 
writing.  
 
Barbara Presnell 
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Many thanks to all who helped make our pilgrimage 
a reality, and for the many prayers along the way. 
 
Our J2A group spent one week in Glacier National 
Park hiking (in the snow!), journaling, praying, and 
even white water rafting (the river temperature was 
44 degrees!) while being surrounded and awed by 
the beauty of God’s creation. We look forward to 
sharing stories and photos with the congregation on 
a Sunday morning in August.  

J2A News 

First Holy Communion on September 18 

On Sunday, September 18, 2022, Grace Church will 
celebrate a First Holy Communion Service for several 
of our parish family and newcomers. This service 
might mean different things to different people, so 
please read on.  

First, we will have fun, lively, and faithful 
preparations two or three times during the summer 
for any children whose parents wish for them to 
receive Communion for the first time.  

Second, we will have preparations over the summer 
for any children who already have been receiving 
Holy Communion, but who have never been trained 
or taught about the beauty, practice, and holiness of 
the Sacrament.  

Third, we will have separate preparations over the 
summer for teenagers and adults who have never 
received Holy Communion or who simply wish to be 
instructed more fully about embracing the Lord in 
their hearts at the altar. 

Fourth, our preparations and ministry are also open 
to anyone beyond our Grace congregation. If you 
have a family member or friend who would benefit 
from this blessed experience, please connect us with 
them and we will warmly welcome them.  

Fifth, for some kids and adults, this offering may 
weave in Baptism, a necessary step before taking 
Holy Communion. It may very well be that we will 
have BOTH baptisms and First Communions on that 
special Sunday! 

Patty Kelaher is coordinating this special holy day 
for our parish. She and the Rector will together 
provide the training for our sacramental candidates. 
Please contact Patty if you, your child, your 
grandchild, or other family member or friend, would 
desire this as their next major step forward in faith. 
God bless everyone as you might pray over possible 
candidates for the very Sacraments instituted by 
our Lord Jesus himself! 

Email: PAKelaher@aol.com     Cell: 336-590-5789 

Historian Dr. Gary Freeze will give three lectures 
honoring the 200th anniversaries of Grace Episcopal 
Church and Davidson County in 2022. 
 

In three lectures, Dr. Freeze will explore the 18th 

History Talk 

and 19th century history of the county and region. 
 

Dates are Thursday evenings September 15th, 22nd, 
and 29th at 7:00 pm in The Parish Hall. 

mailto:PAKelaher@aol.com


Adkins, Mark Parishioner 
Alexander, Chris Friend 
Alexander, Cora Friend of Penny Taylor 
Amon, Amanda Rick Mack’s sister 
Asebes, Ella B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter 
Bell, Leslie Elizabeth Purdy’s aunt 
Brandon, Alice & family Leslie Sheets’ great niece 
Brown, Baylee Parishioner 
Cain, Andrea Friend 
Check, Jeff Friend of Pam Harvey 
Cleckley, Lynne Parishioner 
Clendenin, Terry & Crystal Friends of Penny Taylor 
Curia, Morgan Former Parishioner  
Davis, Tracy Friend of Sims Riggan 
Dixon, Barbara Friend 
Eller, Suzanne Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law 
Ewbank, Anita Parishioner 
Ewbank, Renee Parishioner 
Frye, Marc Friend 
Gallen, Jenny Friend of Teri Wagner 
Garland, Shana Friend of Talmadge Silversides 
Gaskins, Marlon Friend of Sims & Cathy Riggan 
Grimes, Jane Parishioner 
Hanna, George K. Everhart’s brother 
Hanson, Sally Parishioner 
Hare, Rob Penny Taylor’s brother 
Harris, Kristen Friend of Staley Nance 
Hinkle, Nancy Talmadge’s sister-in-law 
Hodges, Chris & Mike Parishioners 
Huff, Jon Friend 
Lane, Eddie Friend of Frances Garner 
Layfield, Lindsay Friend 
Lee, Cara Friend 
Lockhart, Joel Friend of Penny Taylor 
Mack, Lynn Parishioner 
May, Carol           Parishioner 
Melomo, Nicholas Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson 
Michael, Molly Talmadge’s cousin 
Mitchell, Roan Friend 
Morgan, O’Lema Friend 
Nicholson, Gilliam Friend of Cathy & Sims Riggan 
Onorato, Page Parishioner 
Owens, Melissa Melissa Duncan’s sister 
Parsley, Lynn Friend of Robin Petruzzi 
Pate, Emily Pat Plummer’s granddaughter 
Phillipps, Bill Friend of Miles Cleckley 
Reece, Doris Friend of Penny Taylor 
Rives, Anne Parishioner 
Robert, Libby B. MacKinstry’s sister-in-law 
Rojas, Jacklynn M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter 
Sanabria, Lucas Ed & Patty’s grandson 
Shaw, Tommy Friend of Beth Burke 
Sheets, Suzy          Parishioner 
Silversides, Talmadge Parishioner 

Prayer List 

Jul 3 Fred McIntyre 

Jul 4 Blake Inabinett 

Jul 5 Allen Ingram 

Jul 6 Frances Garner 

Jul 8 Bright Carter 

Jul 9 Renee Kaley 

Jul 10 Curtis Hodge 

Jul 11 Miles Stoner 

Jul 12 Grayson Carter 

Jul 12 Merritt Carter 

Jul 14 Philip Matthews 

Jul 15 Dan Smith 

Jul 17 Allen Robertson 

Jul 18 Sally Dodd 

Jul 19 Marlene Jones 

Jul 20 Bonnie Duckworth 

Jul 23 Anderson Carter 

Jul 26 Lisa Timberlake 

Jul 29 Mike Hodges 

Jul 30 Ed Jordan 

July Birthdays 

Smith, Amy Burkhart Art’s daughter 
Smith, Dan Griff Parishioner 
Smith, Martha Ellen Parishioner 
Sori, Patty Friend of Joan Clodfelter 
Snyder, Louise Cathy Riggan’s mother 
Touchton, Jackie B. MacKinstry’s sister 
Turlington, Laura Friend of Cathy Riggan 
Watson, Kathy Friend of Marjorie Parker 
Williams, Flynn B & B Gilleland’s grandson 
Williams, Mary & Jay Parishioners 
Young, Charlotte Carolyn Wolfe’s sister 
 

Those while Traveling 
Andrew Duncan Melissa Duncan’s son 
Cameron Klass Martha Ellen’s granddaughter 
Josey Parker Parishioner 
Jack Tincher Maureen’s son 
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July Ministries Schedule 

 July 3 

Rescheduled from 

May 22 

July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 August 7 

Lector  Barbara Presnell Penny Taylor Kathy Young Mary Matthews Kathie Goodman Melissa Thayer 

Intercessor Robin Sink Melissa Thayer Elizabeth Purdy Kristi Allred Staley Nance Robin Sink 

LEM       

Acolyte Sidney Briggs Hadley Briggs Lyndon Briggs Kate Inabinett Ward Inabinett Anderson Carter 

Ushers Doug Hartzog 
Bill Gilleland 

Tommy Black 
Sims Riggan 

Joe Wallace 
Wes Allred 

Richard Wolfe 
Art Burkhart 

Sims Riggan 
Doug Hartzog 

Bill Gilleland 
Tommy Black 

Greeter Barbara Presnell Sandy Reynolds Sandra Husted Penny Taylor Melissa & David 
Thayer 

Barbara Presnell 

Flowers NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED 

Altar Guild Patty Kelaher, Julie Dayvault, Sally Dodd, Kathie Goodman, Lynn Meeks, Patricia Wardle 

Homeless Shelter Meals:  New Volunteers are needed!! At this time, groups can deliver the food to the shelter and 
leave. It is your decision to stay and serve, but it is not necessary. Please plan to provide for approximately 65 people. 
 

October 3:  Karl & Mary Bolstad, Pam Harvey, Marilyn Taylor 
November 7: Carol Jordan, Kathy Johnson (Jeri Burkhart?, Diane Huneycutt?) 
 

TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 

Vestry Person of the Month for July:   Logan Sheets 
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Items and Volunteers Still Needed 

Sunday Lunch is still collecting shampoo, bar soap, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, sunscreen, toilet paper, 
dental floss, deodorant, cat and dog food, as well as 
hair combs, wipes, etc.  

SUNDAY LUNCH ALSO NEEDS VOLUNTEERS!! Please 
contact Marlene Jones or the church office if you are 
interested. 

Grace Church Trailer 

Have you ever needed a trailer for a short time, 
maybe to move your son or daughter to college or 
pick up some furniture? You may be able to use the 
Grace Church trailer now. Originally purchased to 
assist with the food pantry, it is now sitting for long 
periods.  

If you would like to use it contact the church office. 
There is no cost to borrow it, however, donations of 
any amount are welcomed to help pay for the 
upkeep. Reservations are also recommended. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

3 4 
 

5 6 7 
 

8 9 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 21 
 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

10:30 Worship 

6:00 pm  
Food Ministries 

Meeting  UC 

Finance Meeting 
& 

Vestry Meeting 
Parish Hall 

12:00 pm Chapel 
The Furnace Prayer Mtg 

Church Office Closed 

 

10:30 Worship 

10:30 Worship 

 

10:30 Worship 

12:00 pm Chapel 
The Furnace Prayer Mtg 

12:00 pm Chapel 
The Furnace Prayer Mtg 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

12:00 pm Chapel 
The Furnace Prayer Mtg 

with Rite 1 Eucharist 

10:30 am Parish Hall 
The Beings of the Bible 

10:30 am Parish Hall 
The Beings of the Bible 

10:30 am Parish Hall 
The Beings of the Bible 

 

10:30 Worship 

9:30 am PH 
Rector’s Forum 

Instructed  
Eucharist 

Instructed  
Eucharist 

https://www.facebook.com/graceepiscopalchurchlexington

