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The GraceVine
Grace Is Growing!
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace
and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord,
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. Acts 9:13

Sunday Services:
10:30 a.m. in the church and
live-streamed on Facebook

We are so delightfully thankful as a parish family for the love and togetherness we
have shared this year – and it all seems to be marvelously accelerating week by
9:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages week. For the eight months I have served as the Rector of Grace, I have witnessed
so much enthusiasm, spirit, and hope for everything that is possible in the Holy
Spirit during our time ahead. The name of Jesus is lifted and proclaimed by many voices, and we advance daily
in faith in Christ and in personal and parish transformation.
Transformation. A key word for our time together as pastor and congregation. The focus of our ministries
right now is to transform and grow in the Holy Spirit, so that we may be more impacted by and impacting for
our Lord’s Gospel mission for us. A theme I have mentioned in earlier writings and in church is “Growing
Grace”. This wonderful, venerable parish very much needs to grow in myriad ways, and it is already!
Our Vestry made it clear to Patty and me when we arrived last September – we need to expand Grace Church
by first growing our individual faith in Jesus and then by leaning on God to grow our parish itself – spiritually,
missionally, numerically, financially, and more. That is an exciting and dynamic vision, one our Vestry may
soon further articulate and proclaim in a new Strategic Plan for Grace Episcopal Church. Please pray for the
Holy Spirit to provide wisdom, courage, faith, and more for our Vestry and greater leadership as the new plan
is discerned in the months ahead.
Although some leaders wince when it is said aloud, we need to remember that my title is “Rector for Time
Certain”, meaning that I am a Rector for Grace until sometime in 2024, unless God leads us to extend our
ministry together for another year or two beyond that. Either way, Grace Church has in its near future the
exciting and hope-filled expectation of receiving a permanent Rector whom God is already preparing to come
to Lexington. Our time together between now and then should be focused on preparing for that future by
rebuilding, restoring, and reinvigorating our parish in every way imaginable. That includes our worship,
education, administration, membership, buildings, and finances.

We have so, so much to do in a short number of years but it is clear that God is providing for us as we witness
surges of interest, participation, and commitment by a great number of our people. Thank you, Lord!
Do you think all of these initiatives go to sleep during the summer? Not at all! Here is a short list of wonderful
ministries that might be for you over the next 90 days or so.




Our time-honored and heritage-filled Pisgah Camping Trip
Our Journey To Adulthood (J2A) Student Pilgrimage to Glacier National Park
A Rector’s Summer Teaching Series, Wednesdays at 10:30, to be announced in detail in a week or two.
Our Women’s Discipleship Series and our Grief Share Series are both completed, so we will combine the
groups and invite all others to come on summer Wednesdays.
(continued on page 2)
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Our continued Building and Grounds renovation effort led by our Junior Warden and Facilities Manager
The organization of a formal Building and Grounds Committee to serve our Vestry
The formal honoring and commissioning of our “Organist and Choir Director” Joan Clodfelter as our newly
titled “Minister of Music”
The formal honoring and commissioning of our “Sexton” John Taylor as our newly titled “Facilities
Manager”
The formal honoring and commissioning of our immediate past “Senior Warden” Tommy Black as our
newly titled “Senior Warden Emeritus”
Our Vestry’s new Strategic Planning sessions
Our continued Furnace Prayer Services Wednesdays at Noon, with Eucharist and Healing on the 1 st
Wednesday of each month
Our new planning effort to raise up, bring together, and serve new young families and embrace them
within our Grace congregation. We are not only “Growing Grace”, but Grace will be “Growing Young!”.
The continued training of our new Pastoral Care Team
The continued training of Lay Eucharistic Visitors to bring Holy Communion to parishioners at home
Our ongoing Rector’s Forum Genesis Study, Sundays at 9:30
Our Grace Food Ministries efforts – we need volunteers!
Our Grace Arts Academy summer activities
The organization of a formal Newcomer Welcoming Team at Grace
The combining and organization of our Hospitality Ministries for Grace
The training of new Acolytes who might step forward
The summer training of our children for a First Holy Communion Service, with Baptisms, to be held on
September 18
The dedications of a new Aumbry and Sanctuary Lamp for our church
The dedication of our newly renovated historic Chapel Sacristy
The dedication of our newly refurbished Columbarium
Ongoing efforts for the celebration of our 200th Anniversary, including historian lectures, an October
Homecoming, and more
The installation of our new Organ Console
Further enhancements of our Audio/Visual and livestream systems
The planning of our fall Christian Education offerings, especially for our children
The announcement and startup of an evening Grief Share course for those who were unable to attend
our daytime sessions
The organization of a formal Stewardship Ministry for our giving and future
I am forgetting a bunch, I’m sure, so please forgive and help me at the same time!!
God bless Grace Church in all these summer ministries!
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First Holy Communion on September 18
On Sunday, September 18, 2022, Grace Church will
celebrate a First Holy Communion Service for several
of our parish family and newcomers. This service
might mean different things to different people, so
please read on.

Fourth, our preparations and ministry are also open
to anyone beyond our Grace congregation. If you
have a family member or friend who would benefit
from this blessed experience, please connect us with
them and we will warmly welcome them.

First, we will have fun, lively, and faithful
preparations two or three times during the summer
for any children whose parents wish for them to
receive Communion for the first time.

Fifth, for some kids and adults, this offering may
weave in Baptism, a necessary step before taking
Holy Communion. It may very well be that we will
have BOTH baptisms and First Communions on that
special Sunday!

Second, we will have preparations over the summer
for any children who already have been receiving
Holy Communion, but who have never been trained
or taught about the beauty, practice, and holiness of
the Sacrament.
Third, we will have separate preparations over the
summer for teenagers and adults who have never
received Holy Communion or who simply wish to be
instructed more fully about embracing the Lord in
their hearts at the altar.

Patty Kelaher is coordinating this special holy day
for our parish. She and the Rector will together
provide the training for our sacramental candidates.
Please contact Patty if you, your child, your
grandchild, or other family member or friend, would
desire this as their next major step forward in faith.
God bless everyone as you might pray over possible
candidates for the very Sacraments instituted by
our Lord Jesus himself!
Email: PAKelaher@aol.com

Cell: 336-590-5789

First Wednesday Eucharist Service at Noon
Our early Sunday historic Chapel services were
discontinued during the pandemic shutdown. Even
now, several who enjoyed a Rite I Sunday Chapel
service are not ready to return out of proper health
cautions or because early mornings don’t work well
with their daily rhythms. Yet, the heartfelt desires of
several parishioners to have a Eucharist service in
the Chapel are also of the Rector’s heart.
Beginning on Wednesday June 1 at Noon, and on
the first Wednesday of each month for the time
being, our Weekly Furnace Prayer Meeting will be
augmented to include a Rite I Eucharist and Healing
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Prayers for those who would be blessed by an
anointing in the Holy Spirit. The reason for the “time
being” language is that we will be testing this new
service in the Spirit over some months. Maybe we
will be led to make the Wednesday Eucharists more
frequent, for example.
Please attend our Wednesday Prayer Meetings at
Noon every week, and now especially our first
Wednesday of the month Rite I Eucharist. Our Parish
Family is surely growing in God’s Spirit by all the new
ministries at Grace!
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From the Junior Warden
tower so it could stand out and be seen at night.
Sadly, the work is for not because of this tree is
blocking the view. If your lucky in the winter you can
see between the many branches how lovely it looks
at night when the leaves are gone.
From all I can gather from photographic records is
this tree was planted sometime during the
construction of our new sanctuary or soon after.
Worst though, is it was planted right over the main
water line (shown by the red arrow in the photo)
going into the Parish Hall that feeds into the
Education, Offices, and Chapel buildings. Sooner or
later its roots will invade this water line and there is
no way you can tell when? Just when you think it
can’t get much worse it does because of the species
of tree it is that is growing just feet away from the
Chapel.
Where is the Chapel?
If you were coming down Main Street and you
looked over towards our Chapel, what would you
see? My bet is nothing but a tree, which is a shame,
because our historic Chapel is one of the prettiest
buildings if not the most in our city. Unfortunately,
the Chapel view is blocked and worse we are putting
this historic structure in jeopardy.
Our buildings, both the modern sanctuary, and
especially the Chapel is in a sense our advertisement
to the community. Unfortunately, this tree blocks
the beauty that would catch someone eye when
passing by who maybe looking for a church to attend
among the other churches that line Main Street.
Over the past few years much work has been
accomplished towards making our Chapel stand out
for our parish members and the general public but
you wouldn’t know it. A big effort, by our Facilities
Director John Taylor, went into lighting the bell
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The tree is called in Latin “Ulmus parvifolia” or
commonly called Chinese Elm or Lacebark Elm.
According to the NC Sate Extension and Forestry
Service it is an invasive species of tree that should
never be planted near buildings because of its low
wind resistance and thus its branches breaking when
stressed by wind, snow, or ice. Not good!
I know people love their trees and we as a parish and
individuals are no exception but I also know the
great expense we will pay if this tree roots invade
the water line or the limbs break and fall through
our Chapel roof or stained-glass windows! My strong
suggestion to the parish is that we remove this
offending tree while the expense will be less and
that we plant in a different location one or a couple
of hybrid dwarf dogwoods. I hope after reading this
you agree but if not, please do let me know.
David Jones
Jr. Warden
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J2A News
The youth would like to thank everyone who
attended the outdoor service and participated in
the dedication of the outdoor stage.
We would especially like to thank Jason Hayes who
accompanied us on guitar.
The service is recorded and available for viewing for
those who were unable to attend.

We ask for your prayers as we embark on our
spiritual pilgrimage to Glacier National Park June 611th.

Our Graduates!
Congratulations to our graduates!
High School graduates:
Mason Bae, grandson of Mary and Jay Williams. He
will be attending NC State.
Sidney Briggs, from Westchester Country Day
School. She will be attending Wellesley College.
Will Burke, from Lexington Senior High School. He
will be attending UNC Wilmington.
College graduates:
Jack Burke, from Appalachian State University.
Blake Inabinett, from Wake Forest University.
Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Bell, Leslie
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Check, Jeff
Cleckley, Lynne
Clendenin, Terry & Crystal
Curia, Morgan
Davis, Tracy
Dixon, Barbara
Eller, Suzanne
Ewbank, Anita
Ewbank, Renee
Frye, Marc
Gallen, Jenny
Garland, Shana
Gaskins, Marlon
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Hinkle, Nancy
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Lane, Eddie
Layfield, Lindsay
Lee, Cara
Lockhart, Joel
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Nicholson, Gilliam
Onorato, Page
Owens, Melissa
Parsley, Lynn
Pate, Emily
Phillipps, Bill
Reece, Doris
Rives, Anne
Robert, Libby
Rojas, Jacklynn
Sanabria, Lucas
Shaw, Tommy
Sheets, Suzy
Silversides, Talmadge
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Penny Taylor
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Elizabeth Purdy’s aunt
Leslie Sheets’ great niece
Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Pam Harvey
Parishioner
Friends of Penny Taylor
Former Parishioner
Friend of Sims Riggan
Friend
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Teri Wagner
Friend of Talmadge Silversides
Friend of Sims & Cathy Riggan
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend of Staley Nance
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioners
Friend
Friend of Frances Garner
Friend
Friend
Friend of Penny Taylor
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Friend of Cathy & Sims Riggan
Parishioner
Melissa Duncan’s sister
Friend of Robin Petruzzi
Pat Plummer’s granddaughter
Friend of Miles Cleckley
Friend of Penny Taylor
Parishioner
B. MacKinstry’s sister-in-law
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter
Ed & Patty’s grandson
Friend of Beth Burke
Parishioner
Parishioner

Smith, Amy Burkhart
Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Sori, Patty
Snyder, Louise
Touchton, Jackie
Watson, Kathy
Williams, Flynn
Williams, Mary
Young, Charlotte
Andrew Duncan
Cameron Klass
Julia Klass
Josey Parker
Jack Tincher

Art’s daughter
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend of Joan Clodfelter
Cathy Riggan’s mother
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend of Marjorie Parker
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Parishioner
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

Those while Traveling
Melissa Duncan’s son
Martha Ellen’s granddaughter
Martha Ellen’s granddaughter
Parishioner
Maureen’s son

June Birthdays
Jun 5
Jun 8
Jun 14
Jun 18
Jun 18
Jun 22
Jun 23
Jun 27
Jun 27
Jun 30
Jun 30
Jun 30

Chandler Allred
Wes Allred
Tim White
Fran Moore
Ford Ingram
Mike Johnson
Baylee Brown
Emily Roels
Carolyn Wolfe
Joan Clodfelter
Josey Parker
Patty Kelaher
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June Ministries Schedule
June 5

June 12

June 19

June 26

July 3

July 10

Rescheduled from
May 22
New Schedule to
come soon!

Lector

Kristi Allred

Karl Bolstad

Tere Wagner

Barry Wardle

Barbara Presnell

Intercessor

Elizabeth Purdy

Kristi Allred

Staley Nance

Robin Sink

Robin Sink

Acolyte

NEEDED

NEEDED

NEEDED

NEEDED

NEEDED

Ushers

Sims Riggan
Wes Allred

Richard Wolfe
Doug Hartzog

Tommy Black
Art Burkhart

NEEDED

Doug Hartzog
Bill Gilleland

Greeter

Sandra Husted

Penny Taylor

NEEDED

Barbara Presnell

Barbara Presnell

Flowers

Chuck & Marilyn
Taylor

NEEDED

Kathie Goodman

NEEDED

NEEDED

Altar Guild

Sandra Husted, Mary Matthews, Pat Plummer, Sandy Reynolds, Marlene Jones, Robin Sink

Homeless Shelter Meals: New Volunteers are needed!! At this time, groups can deliver the food to the shelter and
leave. It is your decision to stay and serve, but it is not necessary. Please plan to provide for approximately 65 people.
October 3: Karl & Mary Bolstad, Pam Harvey, Marilyn Taylor
November 7: Carol Jordan, Kathy Johnson (Jeri Burkhart?, Diane Huneycutt?)

TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
Vestry Person of the Month for May: Logan Sheets

Items and Volunteers Needed
In talking with Marlene Jones and Mary Matthews,
the food program is currently serving a lot of
"working poor" people. With that being said, several
people have asked for specific items that will we
collect in the Narthex this Sunday. If possible, please
donate shampoo, bar soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, sunscreen, toilet paper, dental floss,
deodorant, cat and dog food, as well as hair combs,
wipes, etc.

Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina

J to A has been delivering Sunday lunches to people
in the community. However, many of our youth will
be on vacation during the next few months, and they
are in need of people to volunteer and deliver a few
meals on Sunday after church. If you can assist with
this request, please contact Cathy or Sims Riggan at
rigganx4@lexcominc.net.
Thank you, Robin Sink
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June 2022
Sun
29

Mon
30

Tue
31

Wed

Thu

1

Remember, if you will be conducting a meeting at
Grace Church, you need to contact the church
office to reserve a space! Email or call Maureen at
(336) 249-7211—gracechurch@lexcominc.net

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

1

4

10:30 am Parish Hall

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg
with Rite 1 Eucharist

5

6

8

7

9
J2A Pilgrimage

9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum

2:00 pm
Liturgy & Worship
Parish Hall

2:00 pm PH
Building &
Grounds Comm.

10:30 Worship

5:30 pm CR
AAG Board Mtg
6:00 pm
Food Ministries
Meeting UC

12

13

14

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

15

9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum
10:30 Worship

Pisgah Camping
12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

19

20

21

22

9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum
10:30 Worship
Vestry Meeting
4:00 Sapona CC
Mini-Retreat

Pisgah Camping
12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

26

27

28

29

9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum
10:30 Worship

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

