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Grace Church has seen about ten percent of all the years since Jesus walked on
the Earth. That is truly remarkable. Many churches east of the Earth’s Prime
Meridian and west of the International Date Line are four-digits in age, yet even
9:30 a.m., Sunday School for all ages
they would tip their hats to us in celebration. We could not have made it any
significant portion of those 200 trips around the Sun without the Holy Spirit protecting, empowering, and
directing those who have gone before us. The same is true for us as a parish family today.
Sunday Services:
10:30 a.m. in the church and
live-streamed on Facebook

On April 18, 2022 - a Monday and the day after Easter – we will officially cross the 200-year line. Our calling
and challenge are to recognize that April 18 is not a finish line but rather a threshold for glorious Gospel
mission ahead. Even more, April 18 is more profoundly a threshold for all eternity, as our mission is, and has
always been, of eternal consequences. The Spirit fueled ministry of Grace Church has brought the love of
Jesus to a great multitude of souls who gained forgiveness of their sins and everlasting life from our Lord. The
stakes are as ultimate as ever, and we march on as Christian soldiers of the Church Militant on Earth,
evermore laying ourselves down to add to the multitude of Saints of the Church Victorious in Heaven!

I pray every day for the Holy Spirit to lift and embolden Grace Church, especially pleading that our 200th year
of ministry will bear our most fruit of the Spirit ever. That is not an idle or fanciful prayer but an earnest
petition, expectation, and trust in God's promises and wonders. If we lay ourselves down as we lift our hearts
in service, sacrifice, and faith, our Lord will do great and wondrous things through us. A long time ago,
Christian author and theologian Elton Trueblood wrote: “Faith is not belief without proof, but trust without
reservations.” Living without limits for Christ would be an apt maxim for Grace’s first step into our mission
future.
Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do, and greater works
than these you will do, because I am going to the father.” John 14:12
When we put our full, uncompromised, and unlimited belief, faith, and trust in Jesus, God will do great things
through us. I believe that with every fiber of my being, and I believe that our Lord is preparing to bless and
prosper our wonderful church as never before.

Happy birthday dear, holy, and blessed Grace!
And here's to another 200 in the Lord!
In faith in Christ alone,

Ed+

200th Anniversary of Grace Church
April 18
Easter Monday
7:00 pm. - Chapel
We will have an Evening Prayer Service with hymns to acknowledge the date we became a member of The
Diocese of North Carolina. A Reception will follow.
After the Sunday Service on April 24 with the Bishop visiting, we will gather on the front steps of the church
for a congregational portrait. Everyone is then invited to the Parish Hall for a catered luncheon reception. A
new church history will be distributed at this time.

A Historical Context for Grace Church - by Gary R. Freeze
To be Episcopalian in Davidson County has always
meant to be part of the margin that is in the center
of it all. Episcopalians have been fewer in number
than most other Protestant groups, yet they have
been influential in the making of a model county,
one that has largely had a goodly heritage. This short
essay will look at the context of that history.
What became Davidson County existed first, in the
1740s, as the edge of the back country, a forlorn
place in the most forlorn of the thirteen British
colonies. Eurocentric settlers who pushed into the
Yadkin River watershed came for the richness of the
land, and brought with them their cultural was well
as their personal baggage. For many that meant a
background, at some point in the past, with the
Church of England. Once Rowan County became
organized in 1753, the area northeast of the Yadkin
was made part of St. Luke’s parish, although there is
no evidence of Anglican activity. Instead, many early
settlers joined the Baptist Church, including the
fabled one that was established in the Jersey
settlement by the 1760s. Many of the original
Baptists fled the area after the defeat of the
Regulation movement, a tax payer revolt turned
violent that was suppressed by British officials. At
the time of the Revolution, the only organized
Christians in the area were those who spoke German
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and worshipped as Lutherans or Reformeds.
After more than a half century of being half of
Rowan County, Davidson County was carved off, in
1822. By that time, Methodists had infiltrated the
ranks of those with English heritage, and Germans
had become deeply rooted in their neighborhoods
like Tyro. Still, there were enough “Church people”
of an Anglican heritage living in the area to warrant
the establishment of a local parish. What would
evolve into Grace Church almost a century later was
started in 1822, although like for most of Old
Rowan, being Episcopalian remained being part of
small clusters who were few and far between. St.
Luke’s in Salisbury was also finally established on a
permanent basis in this same decade. Both the
effort there and the new venture in the new village
of Lexington reflected the growing presence of a
commercial and professional class that was a
directing an economic boom facilitated by the end
of the War of 1812. That boom went to bust by the
1830s and the churches in both Lexington and
Salisbury nearly went away. In fact, a storm
wrecked the original house of worship in Lexington.
Still, enough townspeople with Anglican proclivities
remained to receive the itinerant travels of the
bishop and the occasional rector who came over
from Salisbury.
(continued on page 3)
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A Historical Context for Grace Church - by Gary R. Freeze (continued from page 2)
Efforts to grow a parish and revive churchly
sentiment came with the return to prosperity in the
late 1840s, but it took the arrival of the North
Carolina Railroad and the growth of Lexington from a
sluggish village to a thriving town in the 1850s to
make Episcopalians more central to local life. A new
sanctuary was built on the eve of the Civil War, and
despite the horrors of that divisive war, Episcopacy
survived locally. By the end of Reconstruction, it is
certain that ministers were serving the congregation.
Still, they came and went, and the congregation
remained small. However, new prosperity would
bring new promises to the faithful. Thomasville had
emerged as a crafts-oriented center of industry,
making shoes and chairs, and Lexington would soon
after join in the industrialization movement known
as the New South. Davidson County took off. It got
its first postbellum cotton mill in 1886. By the turn of
the twentieth century, Lexington had grown so
apace with the rest of the North Carolina Piedmont
that the sixteen or so families who remained
connected to the Church of the Redemption could
harbor dreams of reorganization and growth.

center for the manufacture of furniture and textiles
for most of the second half of the twentieth century.
The downtown continued to be a destination for the
farmers and other rural residents of the county.
Grace Church became a congregation of hundreds,
and its physical campus grew with the city. Industrial
decline began about the early 1970s, but Grace
pushed on to be a people of faith, serving God and
families throughout the area. In the 1980s it planned
and completed a new sanctuary and adjacent
facilities. These remained the heart of a downtown
campus that served the whole community, both
socially and materially, into the early 2000s. Despite
the decline of church attendance nationally, and the
continued local effects of post-industrialization,
Grace’s people looked to the future as hopefully and
faithfully as had their ancestors. Still marginally
small, yet they were centrally placed to do the work
of believers well into the decades to come.
(Gary Freeze is a retired history professor
at Catawba College in Salisbury.)

Grace Church, reorganized, renamed, and to be
rebuilt in 1901, heralded the great century of
growth, service, and worship for local Episcopalians.
Membership more than tripled by the time of the
First World War, and the parish became rooted in
the industrial scene of Lexington. Growth was
apparent everywhere. Lexington doubled in size in
the years after the war; by the eve of the Great
Depression there were more than fifty industrial
establishments across town. The Methodists,
Presbyterians, and Baptists had formidable
sanctuaries downtown. In the country were
thousands of farms, including some of the largest in
the state. The New Deal and World War Two eras
sustained the economics of the community during
hard times.
After the war both the city and the congregation
kept pace with modern times. Lexington remained a
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Remembering Grace at the Bicentennial
As we approach the anniversary of our bicentennial,
I am looking back at Grace Church through the lens
of the last forty-eight years. I came to Grace in my
mid-twenties - an age when most of us are learning,
growing in understanding, and hopefully developing
our own spiritual and moral life compasses. Grace
Church has been instrumental in that growth for me.
When I came here Grace was also going through a
time of great growth and vitality.

At that time, it was the mid-seventies and while both
men and women had been strengths of this church
from its beginning, women were now eager to make
their marks felt in the world and in this church.
Social Concerns became a focus – everything from
the Children’s School, low income housing, Meals on
Wheels, the Domestic Violence hotline and Shelter,
the Women’s Political Caucus, and an undertaking to
serve the homeless. All through the history of Grace
there have been such times of growth – the building
of the first wooden church, then the second (the
Church of the Redemption), the building of the
current chapel that was given a new name (Grace
Episcopal Church). There followed the current
“new” church and Columbarium.
Yet when I look back, it is the faces I remember....
little Zack Smith cutting loose and running down the
aisle of the old church, soft light and bodies pressed
shoulder to shoulder in the chapel for the Christmas
Eve services, my son and stepdaughter being
christened, weddings, and memorial services for
friends and loved ones. Some Sundays I can almost
feel the presence of those who have given their time
and resources to this church over the years and
passed on.
I could go on about the years I and many of you have
been here, but that is an exceedingly small part of
the life of this church. We are celebrating the
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bicentennial of Grace. That spans many
generations, many families, many hopes and
dreams, and many good projects. Did those first
founders even dream of the achievements and
dedication throughout our history? Grace was
nourished and guided by families that are still part
of this town and church. It endured through two
world wars and recent wars where our sons were
lost. I look at what is happening in other parts of the
world and think how blessed we have been to have
our church, our homes and town survive for these
two hundred years - to live in peace and security for
that long time.
So, Grace has a long past; it has the recent past that
lives in the memories of those of us who have been
here a long time, and there are those that have
been here longer than I. It has a present that makes
me feel like the church is awakening after a nap, a
rest, a time of meditation. The life of a church spans
past, present, and future. We are moving into that
future.
What I feel we all wish for Grace and our children
and others coming here is a chance to find their
faith family, strong friendships, and a spiritual home
where they are accepted and loved and supported
as they experience life’s joys and adversities. All the
members of the past have brought Grace to the
present. The future will not be the same. The needs
of this community will not be all the same. We are
working in God’s time – a time vaster than our
lifetimes. The past, present, and future is ever
changing and depends on who is sitting in the pews
and standing in the pulpit on any given Sunday. I
hope and pray for Grace that the spirit that has
made it thrive in the past will rise and take this
church another two hundred years into the future.
Tere Wagner
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Bless This Brick
Over several years in the years 2000-2010, Bonnie
Duckworth, Grace parishioner and choir member
and later deacon, and I began a collaboration of
music and poetry for programs that explored some
aspect of the human experience. Our work through
the years has focused on the explorations of art and
creation, the journey, light and dark, and listening to
the world in order to make sense of it and to live
fully in it.

In 2003, we were asked by Grace to write a hymn in
commemoration of the one hundred year centennial
celebration of our church. We read historical and
personal accounts by our church founders and
former parishioners and joined together to create

“Bless This Brick,” which honors the struggles,
blessings, and, most importantly, the people we call
Grace.
Our collaborative process is simple but works for us:
after much reading, deliberation, and soulsearching, I write the words. Bonnie sits with the
words until music begins to form in her head and
them moves down to her fingers, and she takes to
the keyboard, bringing together voices and
instruments for a full performance.
We are pleased to offer again “Bless This Brick” to
help tell the story of our beloved Grace Church.
Barbara Presnell

J2A Fundraiser
J2A is selling notecards featuring drawings of the
historic chapel and sanctuary by artist David
Inabinett. The notecards are available in packages
of 10 (either the chapel or sanctuary) and cost $15
per package. They are available in the church
office.
Checks should be made out to Grace Church J2A.
All proceeds will go to the pilgrimage fund. The
youth thank you for your support!
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Bell, Leslie
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Check, Jeff
Cleckley, Lynne
Clendenin, Terry & Crystal
Curia, Morgan
Dayvault, Julie
Dixon, Barbara
Eller, Suzanne
Ewbank, Anita
Ewbank, Renee
Frye, Mark
Gallen, Jenny
Garland, Shana
Gaskins, Marlon
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Haynes, Matt
Hinkle, Nancy
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Lane, Eddie
Layfield, Lindsay
Lee, Cara
Lockhart, Joel
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Nicholson, Gilliam
Onorato, Page
Owens, Melissa
Parsley, Lynn
Pate, Emily
Pressley, Marie
Reece, Doris
Rives, Anne
Robert, Libby
Rojas, Jacklynn
Sanabria, Lucas
Shaw, Tommy
Sheets, Suzy
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Penny Taylor
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Elizabeth Purdy’s aunt
Friends of Penny Taylor
Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Pam Harvey
Parishioner
Friends of Penny Taylor
Former Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend
Friend of Teri Wagner
Friend of Talmadge Silversides
Friend of Sims & Cathy Riggan
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend of Staley Nance
Page Onorato’s grandson
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioners
Friend
Friend of Frances Garner
Friend
Friend
Friend of Penny Taylor
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Friend of Cathy & Sims Riggan
Parishioner
Melissa Duncan’s sister
Friend of Robin Petruzzi
Pat Plummer’s granddaughter
Friend of Lynn Mack
Friend of Penny Taylor
Parishioner
B. MacKinstry’s sister-in-law
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter
Ed & Patty’s grandson
Friend of Beth Burke
Parishioner

Silversides, Talmadge
Smith, Amy Burkhart
Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Sori, Patty
Snyder, Louise
Touchton, Jackie
Underwood, Toni
Watson, Kathy
Williams, Flynn
Williams, Mary
Young, Charlotte
Duncan, Andrew
Cameron Klass
Julia Klass
Josey Parker
Aaron Williams

Parishioner
Art’s daughter
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend of Joan Clodfelter
Cathy Riggan’s mother
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend of Joe Wallace
Friend of Marjorie Parker
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Parishioner
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

Those while Traveling
Melissa Duncan’s son
Martha Ellen’s granddaughter
Martha Ellen’s granddaughter
Parishioner
B & B Gilleland’s son-in-law

April Birthdays
Apr 1
Apr 1
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 10
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 12
Apr 13
Apr 15
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 16
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 20
Apr 20
Apr 23
Apr 25
Apr 25
Apr 26
Apr 29
Apr 30

Krista Manning
Brittney Shaw
Nancy Mack
Barbara Presnell
Peggy Walser
Jeri Burkhart
Jerry Burkhart
Brent Welborn
Warren MacKinstry
Charles Matthews
Jordan Grief
Max Walser
David Jones
Bett Hargrave
Susan Branscomb
John Taylor
Neca Johnson
Tanner Sheets
Annabell Wolfe
Cathy Riggan
Anna Hayes
Olivia Manning
Jan Morgan
Mal Grimes
Glenn Sheets
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April Ministries Schedule
Apr 3

Apr 10

Apr 14

Apr 15

Palm Sunday Maundy Thurs. Good Friday

Apr 16

Apr 17

Apr 18

Apr 24

Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday

200th
Anniversary

Bishop Visit

Noon /7:00 pm

Lector

Barry Wardle

Kathy Young

Mary
Matthews

Intercessor

Melissa Thayer Kristi Allred

Acolyte

Will Burke
Sidney Briggs Owen Miller
Ward Inabinett Erik Petruzzi
Kate Inabinett Cooper P.

Ushers

Richard Wolfe Tommy Black NEEDED
Sims Riggan
Bill Gilleland

W. Beeker
—————
NEEDED

NEEDED

Elizabeth
Purdy

Greeter

Penny Taylor

Melissa T.

Flowers

n/a

n/a

Altar Guild

All needed during Holy Week

n/a

Wes Allred
Tommy B.

n/a

Melissa
Thayer

NEEDED

Sally Dodd

Robin Sink

Kristi Allred

Lyndon Briggs
Jack Briggs
Hadley Briggs

Kate Inabinett
Fisher W.
Anderson C.

Art Burkhart
Bill Gilleland

Doug Hartzog
Sims Riggan

Barbara
Presnell

Sandy
Reynolds

n/a

Homeless Shelter Meals: New Volunteers are needed!! At this time, groups can deliver the food to the shelter and
leave. It is your decision to stay and serve, but it is not necessary. Please plan to provide for approximately 60 people.
April 4: Beth DeLapp, Lisa Timberlake, Staley Nance
May 2: Susan Terrell, Pam Alley, Peggy Walser, Bonnie Duckworth, Frances Garner
October3: Karl & Mary Bolstad, Pam Harvey (MORE NEEDED)
TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
Vestry Person of the Month for April:

Updating Prayer List
We love to pray for people! However, we are in the
process of updating our prayer list. Please take a
few minutes to review our current list. If you or a
loved one, or a friend is on the prayer list, and no
longer needs to be on it, please email or call

Maureen and have the name removed. Of course,
those people that we know have a long-term
condition, we will gladly keep them on the prayer list
unless notified. Friends who we do not hear from
will be removed from the list after 60 days.
Thank you, Robin Sink

From the Hartzog Family
The Hartzog Family would like to express our appreciation for all the support and love the
entire Grace Church family extended to us during our time of grief.

Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina

Page 7

April 2022
Sun
27

Mon
28

Tue
29

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

30

31

1

2

6

7

8

9

Remember, if you will be conducting a meeting at
Grace Church, you need to contact the church
office to reserve a space! Email or call Maureen at
(336) 249-7211—gracechurch@lexcominc.net

3

4
9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum
10:30 Worship

5
10:00 am CR
Columbarium
Committee Mtg.

10:30 am
Parish Hall

7:30 pm Parish
Hall
10:30 am Parish Hall

6:00 pm
Food Ministries
Meeting
UC (& Zoom)
6:00-7:00 pm Parish Hall
AAG Lex. Youth Chorus

10

11

12

Parish Hall 1-4:30 pm
Parishioner private use
12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

13

14

15

16

10:30 am
Parish Hall

9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum
10:30 Worship

10:30 am Parish Hall
7:00 pm Church
7:00 pm Church
6:00-7:00 pm Parish Hall
AAG Lex. Youth Chorus

17

18
9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum

19

Noon in the Chapel
7:00 in the Church

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

20

21

22

23

28

29

30

10:30 am
Parish Hall

10:30 Worship
10:30 am Parish Hall

Evening Prayer
Service
in the chapel
7:00 p.m.
24

25
9:30 am PH
Rector’s Forum

Finance & Admin.
Meeting
&

Vestry Meeting
Parish Hall
12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

26

27

10:30 am
Parish Hall

10:30 Worship
10:30 am Parish Hall
Bishop Visit

6:00-7:00 pm Parish Hall
AAG Lex. Youth Chorus

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

