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Present Weaknesses and Resurrection Life at Epiphany
Ed Kelaher, Rector
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What we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has
made his light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the
face of Jesus Christ.
7

But we have this treasure in the fragile jars of clay of our hearts to show that this allsurpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
10
down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
be revealed in our body. 11 Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. 12 So we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you.
9:30 a.m., Sunday School

This powerful passage is a paraphrase of 2 Corinthians 4:5-12. It is also one of the most powerful selections of
the entire Bible. Way to go, Apostle Paul! Thank you, Holy Spirit!









Need a reminder of the glory of God in Christ? It’s here.
Need an Epiphany affirmation of God’s light in your darkness through Jesus? It’s here.
Need reassurance of victory in the face of life’s overwhelming opposition? It’s here.
Need humility as the servant you are to be? It’s here.
Need a battery charge for Jesus’ light to shine in your own heart? It’s here.
Need confidence that your finite, fragile self is bountifully enough in God? It’s here.
Need courage even to face death itself in fearless and resolute strength? It’s here.
Need certainty about eternal life in Jesus? It’s here.

These holy and God-inspired words are like heaven’s gold to every suffering, doubting, struggling, confused,
oppressed, and beaten heart. They bring power, meaning, encouragement, hope, light, revelation, and the
ultimate explanation for anyone who asks “why?” about anything of life. They are words that stir my heart
and embolden my spirit every time I turn to them, without fail. If we needed a high school fight song for the
church, this could be it. Quick! Someone set it to music! With the Holy Spirit’s approval and Jesus’ victory on
the Cross, we could boldly and confidently tack on: Go, fight, win!

As someone privileged to be a pastor in the glorious Body of Christ, I see the children of God encountering
every sort of difficulty imaginable. You are probably troubled by something as you read these words. Sickness,
relational difficulties, domestic brokenness, emotional illness, unemployment, financial weakness, addiction,
or maybe even irrational fears, anxieties, and worries. People regularly face their problems on their own,
resulting in exhaustion, loneliness, fear, despair, or hopelessness.
Imagine that you are the parent of a child who faces her troubles as if she were an orphan, without coming to
you – even though you almost assuredly have help and remedies at hand. So many of us do that with God,
reacting and behaving in our difficulties as if we are spiritual orphans. How much that disables our fight to
overcome. How much that squanders the great treasure spoken of in Saint Paul’s words above. How much
that must hurt God’s heart to see us living as if he isn’t there or doesn’t care.
(continued on page 2)

Growing Grace

(continued from page 1)

Read this passage over and over. Keep it on hand for some days or weeks – or perhaps for a lifetime. You will
find that the Word of God is all that the Bible says it is. You will find that God’s promises are true, trustworthy,
and powerful. You will find the presence of the Father, the light and love of the Son, and the power and
protection of the Holy Spirit, in your life this day and for all your days to come!
In Jesus’ love,

Ed+
The 2022-2023 Grace Episcopal Church Endowment Trust Scholarship application is now
available. It can be downloaded from the bottom of the home page on the church website at:
https://gracelexingtonnc.org/
The application is due back in the church office by March 1, 2022.

Vestry Update
The December meeting of the Vestry was held on
December 14th at 6:00 PM, and was hosted by
Tommy & Pat Black at their home on Duke Drive. All
members were present and Patty Kelaher joined in
the dinner and festivities.
After dinner, a brief meeting for Vestry only
members was held. Reverend Ed, opened our
meeting with a prayer.
Treasurer, Miles Cleckley reviewed our financials and
reported that we are ending November in a good
cash position due in large part to the PPP
contribution, and lower expenses during our clergy
transition.
Jr. Warden, Pam Harvey proposed a motion that we
contribute $300.00 to the Bishop’s Discretionary
Fund upon Bishop Anne’s visit. It was seconded and
approved.
Sr. Warden, Tommy Black updated everyone on the
Stewardship Campaign. He reported that we had 72
pledges returned with a total of $270,823 - an
increase of $28,621 over last year with 51 pledges
that increased. By projecting non pledged income,
we should finish at $287,023. In addition, there
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were 11 pledges that had not been returned from
parishioners that had pledged last year. A follow up
letter was proposed to be sent. An update will
follow. He also reported on a visit by Architect, Joe
Oppermann, and Paul Kreipler of Landmark Group
for an initial evaluation of our facilities. A report
with recommendations is to follow.
Rev. Ed, gave an update on Bishop Annes’s visit and
announced, she would confirm one new member
and reaffirm 11 Baptismal Covenant candidates. A
reception would be held after the 10:30 service and
she would bless the relief bags for the homeless.
Rev. Ed also reported that the Wednesday prayer
attendance was increasing each week and the Adult
Forum attendance was growing also. He has been
overwhelmed with Pastoral visits to our shut-ins and
in person Eucharist services. He also gave a brief
Christmas service schedule update.
Other: Walter Beeker gave a brief update for a
proposed Pisgah celebration to launch our BiCentennial Celebration.
With no further business, Rev. Ed closed with prayer.
Tommy Black, Sr. Warden
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Christian Education
When we are able to start meeting in person again,
the Rite-13 group will continue with their focus on
Loving God, Loving Neighbor, and Loving Self. We
can't wait to see everyone again!
The J2A youth are excited to
announce their pilgrimage plans for
June 2022. We will spend time
hiking, journaling, reflecting and
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praying in Glacier National Park, Montana.
We are thrilled that Ed and Patty will join us. We
appreciate all of the support we have received from
the congregation and want to let you know our
group is available for hire for yard work once the
COVID restrictions have eased (and the
temperatures are above freezing).
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
VESTRY CANDIDATE NOMINATION GUIDE 2022

Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word. – Luke 1: 38
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and discernment of lay ministry service on the Vestry.
The Vestry serves as the church’s governing board. It is governed by the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal
Church and The Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. The role of the Vestry includes several purposes: to embody
the mission of the church; to lead the church in ministry and service; to manage resources.
This year, plans are to hold a vestry election during an annual parish meeting on Sunday, February 20, 2022. Due to
the pandemic, the format for the meeting will be decided, based on health and safety protocols. We are hopeful
that we will be able to meet in person. If not, another method will be determined and announced.
There will be several vestry positions to fill. At least four positions have 3-year terms of service. Vestry Candidates
may be nominated by another person with a prospective Candidate’s permission, or one may self-nominate.
Completed Nomination forms are requested by Friday, January 21, 2022, so that the nominees’ names can be
published in the February 2022 Grace Vine, prior to the annual meeting.
For consideration
1. A Candidate must be an enrolled confirmed adult communicant in good standing.
 An enrolled confirmed adult member (age 16 or older) is one whose Baptism and Confirmation, or Reception
has been duly recorded;
 A communicant in good standing is a one who, for the preceding year, has been faithful in corporate worship
(unless for good cause prevented) and has been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the
Kingdom of God.
2. A Candidate agrees to pledge her/his service as stated in the Vestry Covenant.
Vestry Election Process
All eligible Candidates will be considered for election. Additional nominations from the floor may be taken, if
a prospective Nominee meets canonical requirements and provides permission. An election will be conducted with
a slate of eligible candidates. Enrolled confirmed adult communicants in good standing are eligible to vote.
References
 The Episcopal Church Constitutions and Canons
https://extranet.generalconvention.org/staff/files/download/23914
 The Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina Constitutions and Canons
https://www.episdionc.org/uploads/images/constitution-canons-rules-of-order-after-205th-v4_506.pdf
Canon 22
Meetings, Vestries and Wardens of Parishes
[Amended in 1991; Amended by Act 2009-3; Amended by Act 2014-2]
Section 2. Vestries.
(a) Size and Composition. A vestry shall be composed of not fewer than three nor more than 15 members of
the parish who are enrolled confirmed adult communicants in good standing of the Protestant Episcopal Church.
(c) Persons Qualified to Vote in Parish Meetings. An enrolled confirmed adult communicant in good standing in this
Church may vote when present at any meeting of that parish, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX,
Section 3, of the Constitution of this Diocese.
Page 4

The GraceVine—January 2022

Grace Episcopal Church
Vestry Candidate Nomination Form
Return forms to Church Office by dropping off, email, mail

Deadline: Friday, January 21, 2022

Candidate Name

Date

Address
City, State, Zip
Email

Phone

Nominator Name

Self

Canonical Qualifications
Candidate is 16 years or older

No

Baptism Year

Church Denomination

Confirmation/Reception Year

Church Denomination

Yes

Candidate has attended Grace Church for how many years?

Candidate Brief Bio and Information
Bio [Please include relevant info on family, career, and service experience with churches, diocese, and community organizations]

1.

What is the Candidate’s participation in ministries, projects, and other activities at Grace Church?

⦁

⦁
⦁
2.

What aspects of Grace Church appeal to and are the most meaningful to the Candidate?

⦁
⦁
⦁
3.

What does the Candidate think that the vestry needs to focus more attention on in the coming months, years?

⦁
⦁
⦁
Vestry Info and Candidate Capabilities
⦁ Vestry meetings are held on the third Tuesday each month, usually via Zoom, an online meeting application.
⦁ The staff and vestry use necessary digital equipment and technology: apps, computers, and email.
Candidate has abilities, skills to use and possesses own digital equipment and technology.

No

Yes

Candidate agrees to pledge her/his service as stated in the Vestry Covenant.

No

Yes

Nominator has Candidate’s permission to nominate.

No

Yes

SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR

Thank You!
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Bell, Leslie
Billings, Louise
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Check, Jeff
Cleckley, Lynne
Clendenin, Terry & Crystal
Curia, Morgan
Dixon, Barbara
Eller, Suzanne
Ewbank, Anita
Ewbank, Renee
Frye, Mark
Gallen, Aubrie
Garland, Shana
Gaskins, Marlon
Gibson, Susan
Goodman, Kathie
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Hartzog, Virginia
Haynes, Matt
Hinkle, Nancy
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Layfield, Lindsay
Lee, Cara
Lockhart, Joel
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Metters, Joyce
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Nicholson, Gilliam
Onorato, Page
Owens, Melissa
Parsley, Lynn
Pate, Emily
Reece, Doris
Robert, Libby
Rojas, Jacklynn
Sanabria, Lucas
Shaw, Tommy
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Elizabeth Purdy’s aunt
Carol Jordan’s mother
Friends
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Friends
Former Parishioner
Friend
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend
Parishioner
Page Onorato’s grandson
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioners
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Friend
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Melissa Duncan’s sister
Friend
Pat Plummer’s granddaughter
Friend
B. MacKinstry’s sister-in-law
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter
Ed & Patty’s grandson
Friend

Sheets, Suzy
Silversides, Talmadge
Sink, Robin
Smith, Amy Burkhart
Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Tilley, Robin
Touchton, Jackie
Underwood, Toni
Watson, Kathy
Weller, Courtney
Williams, Flynn
Williams, Mary
Young, Charlotte

Parishioner
Parishioner
Parishioner
Art’s daughter
Parishioner
Parishioner
Frances Garner’s niece
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend
Friend
Friend
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Parishioner
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

January Birthdays
Jan 1
Jan 2
Jan 2
Jan 4
Jan 9
Jan 11
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 14
Jan 16
Jan 16
Jan 18
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 29
Jan 30

Belvie Gilleland
Marisa Jones
Baxter Ingram
Mike Wagner
Penny Taylor
Shawn Hodge
Cameron Miller
Will Burke
Pam Alley
Rhonda Bralkowski
Jön-Eric Thomas
Ed Timberlake
Miles Cleckley
Virginia McDonald
Fred Adkins
Mary-Cameron Welborn
Bebe Briggs
Rachel Ingram
Richard Wolfe

2021 YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS
Through December

Budgeted to-date

$295,800

Actual Income

$281,273

Actual Expenses

$258,763
The GraceVine—January 2022

January-February Ministries Schedule
Jan 16

Jan 23

Jan 30

Feb 6

Feb 13

Feb 20
Annual Meeting

Lector
Intercessor

Due to the increase of the COVID infection rates, it is unclear whether several lay leader
spots are needed at this time. New schedules will be sent out once the county reinfection
rates start dropping. A weekly volunteer for the Lector/Intercessor position is the only
spot that is currently needed.

Acolyte

Owen Miller

Kate Inabinett Sidney Briggs

Ushers

n/a

n/a

Greeter

n/a

n/a

Lyndon Briggs

Will Burke

Flowers

Altar Guild
Homeless Shelter Meals: New Volunteers are needed!! At this time, groups can deliver the food to the shelter and
leave. There is no need to stay and serve as in the past.
February 7: Bill & Belvie Gilleland, Sandra & Bob Husted, Barry & Patricia Wardle
March 7: Sandy Reynolds, David & Belinda Thomas, Shannon Jones
April 4: Beth DeLapp, Lisa Timberlake, Staley Nance

Vestry Person of the Month for January:

New Donation Requests for Area Agencies
For January, the collection is hand sanitizer for The
Life Center of Davidson County. The Life Center
provides high quality day time care to older and

impaired adults and helps to improve the quality of
life for them and their caregivers by offering support,
relief, respite and counsel.

Audio Visual Assistance Needed
Are you handy with computers and electronics? The
Audio Visual team could use your help on Sundays.
We are creating a list of people that can be called on
when assistance is needed for a worship service or
Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina

Adult Forum Zoom meetings. Contact the church
office if you are interested in giving your time
periodically to help us look and sound good!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

21

22

23

24

25

26

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

3

4

4

9
10:30 Worship

16

6:00 pm
Food Ministries
Meeting
UD (& Zoom)

17
10:30 Worship

18

10:00 am
Liturgy & Worship
Parish Hall
(& Zoom)

19

Church Office Closed

Vestry Meeting

12:00-12:30 pm Chapel
is open for silent prayer

23

24

25

26

10:30 Worship
5:30 pm CR
AAG Board Mtg

12:00-12:30 pm Chapel
is open for silent prayer

30

31
10:30 Worship

1

2

Remember, if you will be conducting a meeting at
Grace Church, you need to contact the church
office to reserve a space! Email or call Maureen at
(336) 249-7211—gracechurch@lexcominc.net

