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Becoming Acquainted with Grace
Ed Kelaher, Rector
Seventy days have passed since Patty and I arrived at Grace and the writing of
these words. Every one of those days has been joyful, fulfilling, and led by God.
Here are some things we have learned about Grace Church in our first 70 days.
1.

The people of Grace Church are genuine, authentic, loving, faithful, and
generous.

“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” Colossians 3:12-13
2.

Relationships at grace are marked by the sacrifice and servanthood Jesus calls us to give.
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13

3.

Our Choir grows stronger and more vibrant each month. Our music and sinning singing have been
wonderful. (It took me 2 tries but I got it right!) Yet, we still would be blessed by new voices and
participation. Please pray and see if a singing ministry is not something the Lord would have you do and
something you would enjoy to your core. If you can talk, you can sing!
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your hearts to the
Lord. Ephesians 5:19

4.

Grace has truly outstanding leadership and volunteers for our youth and children’s ministries. Their
efforts are exemplary and reflective of a much larger church. I am humbled and inspired by all they do –
an enormous blessing to us all. Many parishioners are unaware of the great amount of ministry carried
out by our J2A teens – including construction projects and bringing food to many who need a special
blessing.

The Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and
whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,
declares the Lord.” Jeremiah 1:7-8
5.

Our buildings are even more beautiful than our first impressions. Even still, we need a great deal of
updating, renovations, kitchen enhancements, and repairs in some areas. We also need special
contributions to bring our physical plant up to date. Perhaps someone would like to “adopt a room”?
Because of my delight in the house of my God, I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the
house of my God, over and above all that I’ve provided for the holy house. 1 Chronicles 29:3
(continued on page 2)
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6.
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Many of our people are hurting in a great variety of ways. Illness, the loss of a loved one, finances,
employment, marriages, addictions, mental health challenges, and much more. We need formal
ministries to meet these needs.
A.

After the first of the year, we will begin a ministry called Grief Share – a weekly gathering of folks
to help overcome losses of any kind – loved ones, health, marriage, finances, employment, and
beyond. This tried and true ministry has helped many people over several years.

B.

We also will begin a formal Pastoral Care and Visitation Ministry. This deeply compassionate and
confidential in-reach of holy service will track every parishioner in need of spiritual or physical
attention. Whether there is a long-term or short-term need, Jesus’ Church needs to respond.
Leaders appointed by the Rector after long prayer, together with trained volunteers, help to
provide regular visits, prayer cards, flowers, reading materials, phone calls, messages,
transportation, meals, reports to the clergy, and most vitally, Holy Communion, prayers, and love.
Please contact the Rector if you are interested in being a part of this precious ministry.

“Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and
give You something to drink? ‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and
clothe You? ‘When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ “The King will answer and say to
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brethren of Mine, even the least of
them, you did it to Me.’ Matthew 25:37-40
7.

Our Staff is amazing, and we would be in a deep ditch without them. Though tiny in numbers, pound for
pound they are the equal of any comparable group elsewhere. Small churches are very hard on
employees because the same regular functions have to be carried out as for a large church, but without
funds to pay generously or to hire others. Please show your gratitude and support to each of our staff
members who serve us so selflessly. Our unofficial slogan right now is “Growing Grace”. As we do, we
will be able to take steps to improve this concern.
“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in
the Lord, and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work”
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

8.

Our Sunday meal ministry has been blessed and anointed by God to love and serve some of the neediest
people in our community. It is our privilege to be Jesus’ voice, hands, and heart to a triple-digit gathering
every week. When I say “our privilege”, it is clear that many more servants are needed from among our
numbers. Those currently carrying on leadership and support roles have been heroic by their humble
labors, and they need more help. Maybe you would enjoy working in a kitchen for Jesus and those he
loves? Please do!
“Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes
in me shall never thirst.” John 6:35

9.

Our Parish Family is a faithful steward of all God has given us. We have beautiful landscaping, and it is
(continued on page 3)
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cared for lovingly by one of our own. We have beautiful buildings and grounds, and they are cared for
lovingly by some of our own. We have two beautiful sanctuaries, and they are cared for lovingly by some
of our own. We have beautiful resources for worship, including digital devices to include those who
cannot be physically present, and they are cared for lovingly by some of our own. We are truly a Family
in Christ, deeply grateful and preciously caring for all the Lord has given us.
As each one has received a special gift, minister it to one another as faithful stewards of the manifold
grace of God. 1 Peter 4:10.
10. We just celebrated Christ the King Sunday and now find ourselves in Advent, all over again awaiting the
coming of Jesus our King; Emmanuel, God with us. Grace Church is poised evermore to be a true
Kingdom Church, believing, testifying, and living as people of the Kingdom of God, and not as people of
the culture. And as we live as God’s Kingdom people, the Holy Spirit will prosper us and glorify Jesus
through us, to our great blessing and joy.
Jesus said: “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.” Matthew 13:43
God bless you, Grace Church Family.
Patty and I are humbled and blessed to be among you, sharing our lives with you for our Lord.
In Jesus’ love,

Ed+
Advent II

Christmas Day

December 5—10:30 AM

December 25—10:30 AM

Advent III

First Sunday after
Christmas

Lessons and Carols
December 12—10:30 AM

Advent IV
December 19—10:30 AM
Bishop Anne Hodges Copple
celebrating
(Confirmation/Reaffirmation)

Christmas Eve
December 24—5:00 PM
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December 26—10:30 AM

Celebration of a
New Ministry
and Epiphany
Wednesday, January 5, 2022
Evening service (Time TBD)
Bishop Samuel Rodman
celebrating
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Vestry Update
The Vestry’s November meeting was held on
Tuesday, 16th in the Parish Hall and via Zoom.
Reverend Ed chaired the meeting. After greeting all,
he opened the meeting with a prayer.
The minutes to our October meeting had been
emailed prior to the meeting and were discussed for
any corrections. With no amendments, the minutes
were accepted and approved.
Treasurer, Miles Cleckley reviewed the October
financials. Our cash position remains good and our
pledge payments are ahead of budget YTD, but NonPledge and Other offerings are behind.
PPP
expenditures should be used for Salaries and Utilities
only. He also noted, that $10,000 should not be
moved from the Unrestricted Endowment to cover
salaries. With no further discussion, the financial
report was approved.
Commission Reports had been submitted prior to
the meeting. Walter Beeker gave an update on the
plans for the Bi-Centennial Celebration. He and Rev.
Ed are to meet on 12/8 to further discuss plans.
After a brief discussion, the Commission reports
were approved.
Junior Warden, Pam Harvey reported that the
Outdoor Stage had been constructed and wiring was
all that remained to complete the project. An
Accounting for stage cost has been requested. She
also reported that the Sacristy project is moving
forward and that John Taylor will purchase cabinets
and finish the project himself - quotes for custom
cabinets were too expensive.

Senior Warden, Tommy Black reported:






He will attend the Habitat closing for Grace Place
on 12/2/21 representing Grace.
Zimmer Organ Company agreed to accept our
$14,000.00 down payment after we receive
funds from the closing.
Lonnie Walser still has not submitted a counter
quote to resurface the Commons Room tile roof.
The Stewardship Campaign generated $255,653
in pledges, an increase of $10,451 over 2021.
We had 46 pledge increases - including 10 new
pledgers. 102 pledge letter/cards were sent and
we had 65 responders. Even with this increase,
we are still behind against the proposed budget
for 2022. With no PPP funds for 2022, this year
will be a challenge.

Reverend Ed discussed his and Patty’s joy in their
new “Lexington home” with their Grace Family. He
reported that he is behind on his original 90 day plan
only because of the great Pastoral needs of our
parish. He has been very busy with visitations,
taking Eucharist to shut-ins, etc. The Wednesday
prayer services have been generally well attended
and he is pleased with that.
He discussed
preparations for Bishop Anne’s visit on 12/19 and
the need for Confirmation classes for those
candidates who are interested.
With no further business, Reverend Ed closed with a
benediction and prayer.
Tommy Black, Sr. Warden

New Donation Requests for Area Agencies
For November, we are collecting canned soups for
Pastor's Pantry. Pastor's Pantry provides monthly
groceries to senior adults of Davidson County who
are in long-term financial need, to serve recipients
with dignity, and to increase community
awareness. They also supply emergency food for
needy families and individuals of all ages.
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If you know of an agency in need of any items, please feel
free to contact Robin Sink or the church office. We would
like to spotlight new non-profit organizations and try to
“share the wealth” around the city/county.
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Christian Education
Children will meet in the Undercroft at 9:30 on
December 5th, 12th, and 19th. They will be making
Care Packages and participating in Advent activities.
Rite 13 and J2A will be shopping for Pastor’s Pantry
on December 5th and traveling to Tanglewood on
December 12th. There will be no meeting on the
19th.

Adult Forum will meet in the Parish Hall and on
Zoom at 9:30 on December 5th, 12th, and 19th. The
Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan, will
be our December 19th presenter.
(Link below is for digital GraceVine readers)
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88985037933?
pwd=UW04eU8xZlFNREZScTd6OWsvZUFZUT09

For Advent this year, the children will be making Care Packages in tote bags to hand out at Sunday
Lunch. Please consider donating any of the following items to fill the tote bags. You may drop off your
donations at the church office or in the Narthex on Sunday mornings:
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Soap
Warm socks
Toboggans
Gloves
Small shampoo bottles
Small lotion bottles
Hand warmers
Candy

In Rite-13 we used the Book of
Common Prayer to look at example
prayers, and then wrote our own
prayers for when facing a big event, for
when life gets difficult, and for the
evening time after the day is done.
The kids wrote beautiful prayers!
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Cappell, Stella
Cleckley, Lynne
Curia, Morgan
Dixon, Barbara
Eller, Suzanne
Ewbank, Anita
Ewbank, Renee
Frye, Mark
Gallen, Aubrie
Garland, Shana
Gaskins, Marlon
Gibson, Susan
Gray, Holly
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Hartzog, Virginia
Haynes, Matt
Hinkle, Nancy
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Layfield, Lindsay
Lee, Cara
Lockhart, Joel
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Metters, Joyce
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Nicholson, Gilliam
Onorato, Page
Owens, Melissa
Parsley, Lynn
Reece, Doris
Robert, Libby
Rojas, Jacklynn
Sanabria, Lucas
Shaw, Tommy
Sheets, Suzy
Silversides, Talmadge
Sink, Robin
Smith, Amy Burkhart
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Friends
Parishioner
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Former Parishioner
Friend
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Parishioner
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend
Parishioner
Page Onorato’s grandson
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioners
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Friend
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Melissa Duncan’s sister
Friend
Friend
B. MacKinstry’s sister-in-law
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter
Ed & Patty’s grandson
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Parishioner
Art’s daughter

Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Tilley, Robin
Touchton, Jackie
Underwood, Toni
Watson, Kathy
Weller, Courtney
Williams, Flynn
Williams, Mary
Young, Charlotte

Parishioner
Parishioner
Frances Garner’s niece
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend
Friend
Friend
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Parishioner
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

December Birthdays
Dec 1
Dec 1
Dec 5
Dec 8
Dec 12
Dec 14
Dec 18
Dec 20
Dec 23
Dec 25
Dec 25
Dec 29
Dec 29
Dec 30
Dec 31

Martha Ellen Smith
Jason Hayes
Mary Matthews
Shannon Jones
Marcus McCall
Ruby Ingram
Carol May
Owen Miller
Carol Jordan
Sam Harris
Louie Cox
Barry Wardle
Fisher Welborn
Patrick Miller
Claudia Russell

2021 YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS
Through October

Budgeted to-date

$246,500

Actual Income

$221,055

Actual Expenses

$205,834
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December Ministries Schedule
Dec 5

Dec 12

Dec 19

Dec 24

Dec 25

Advent 2

Advent 3
Lessons & Carols

Advent 4
Bishop Visit

Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
10:30 a.m.

Lector

Tere Wagner

Intercessor

Barry Wardle

Dec 26

Kathy Young

NEEDED

NEEDED

Sally Dodd

Elizabeth Purdy n/a

Kristi Allred

Robin Sink

NEEDED

Melissa Thayer

Acolyte

Sidney Briggs

Owen Miller

Erik Petruzzi

Lyndon Briggs

NEEDED

Ward Inabinett

Ushers

Sims Riggan
Doug Hartzog

Wes Allred
Tommy Black
Richard Wolfe Joe Wallace

NEEDED

NEEDED

Bill Gilleland
Barry Wardle

Greeter

Sandra Husted

Penny Taylor

Barbara Presnell NEEDED

NEEDED

Sandy Reynolds

Flowers

Susan Terrell

Patty & Ed
Kelaher

Jön-Eric Thomas N/A

N/A

Belinda
MacKinstry

Altar Guild
Homeless Shelter Meals: New Volunteers are needed!! At this time, groups can deliver the food to the shelter and
leave. There is no need to stay and serve as in the past.
December 6: J2A
January 3: John & Beth Burke, Penny & John Taylor, MORE NEEDED
February 7: Bill & Belvie Gilleland, Sandra & Bob Husted, Barry & Patricia Wardle
March 7: Sandy Reynolds, David & Belinda Thomas, MORE NEEDED

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY LAY LEADERS!
Lectors, Intercessors, Ushers, and Greeters
Vestry Person of the Month for December: Walter Beeker

Grace Food Ministries
The last two months have seen our numbers fairly
steady at 109 servings per Sunday. We currently
have five teams in place, however, over the last two
months we have lost several volunteers. We have
great cooks in place that need help with prep,
serving and cleaning. This ministry is so important to
our clients who have little to eat and for those living
on the streets, so please consider joining all of the
Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina

volunteers downstairs that find so much fun along
with a sense of community when working in the
kitchen.
Please remember that Sunday Lunch is carrying
Christ’s ministry out onto the streets of Lexington,
and to keep this vital we need your help.
Marlene
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

Remember, if you will be conducting a meeting at
Grace Church, you need to contact the church
office to reserve a space! Email or call Maureen at
(336) 249-7211—gracechurch@lexcominc.net

5:30—7:00 pm PH

Parish Hall 3-5:30 pm
Parishioner private use

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

5

6

8

7

9:30 Christian Education

6:00 pm UC
Food Ministries
Meeting

10:30 Worship

9

10

10:00 am
Liturgy & Worship
Parish Hall

11
CR or PH 2-4:00 pm
Parishioner private use

10:00 am CR
Columbarium
Committee Mtg.
2:00 pm
Altar Guild
meeting in the
Church

Second Sunday
of Advent

12

13

14

Parish Hall 3-5:30 pm
Parishioner private use

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

15

16

17

18

9:30 Christian Education
10:30 Worship
Vestry Meeting

Advent
Lessons & Carols
Third Sunday
of Advent

19

Parish Hall 3-5:30 pm
Parishioner private use

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

20

21

22

23

9:30 Christian Education

25

10:30 am
Christmas Day
Service

Church Office Closed

10:30 Worship

5:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Service

Bishop Anne
Hodges-Copple
Visit

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

26

24

Parish Hall 3-5:30 pm
Parishioner private use

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

27

28

29

30

31
Church Office Closed

10:30 Worship

12:00 pm Chapel
The Furnace Prayer Mtg

Parish Hall 3-5:30 pm
Parishioner private use

1

