(Masks must be worn during this service)

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 19, 2021
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - 10:30 a.m.

No gathering can be completely safe. Unvaccinated people remain susceptible to
contracting COVID-19. Singing can increase transmission from infected individuals.

PRELUDE
Please stand if you are able

Now Thank We All Our God - C. Callahan

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #525

The Church’s one foundation

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA #S280

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

THE FIRST READING

Proverbs 31:10-31

Lector A Reading from the book of Proverbs.

A capable wife who can find?
She is far more precious than jewels.
The heart of her husband trusts in her,
and he will have no lack of gain.
She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life.
She seeks wool and flax,
and works with willing hands.
She is like the ships of the merchant,
she brings her food from far away.
She rises while it is still night
and provides food for her household
and tasks for her servant-girls.
She considers a field and buys it;
with the fruit of her hands she plants a
vineyard.
She girds herself with strength,
and makes her arms strong.
She perceives that her merchandise is
profitable.
Her lamp does not go out at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
and her hands hold the spindle.
She opens her hand to the poor,
and reaches out her hands to the needy.

She is not afraid for her household when it
snows,
for all her household are clothed in crimson.
She makes herself coverings;
her clothing is fine linen and purple.
Her husband is known in the city gates,
taking his seat among the elders of the land.
She makes linen garments and sells them;
she supplies the merchant with sashes.
Strength and dignity are her clothing,
and she laughs at the time to come.
She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue.
She looks well to the ways of her household,
and does not eat the bread of idleness.
Her children rise up and call her happy;
her husband too, and he praises her:
“Many women have done excellently,
but you surpass them all.”
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
but a woman who fears the LORD is to be
praised.
Give her a share in the fruit of her hands,
and let her works praise her in the city gates.

- The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 (Responsively, by whole verse)
Happy are they who have not walked in the
counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
1

Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on his law day and night.
2

It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows
away.
4

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright
when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
5

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 6
For the LORD knows the way of the
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that
righteous,
do not wither;
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
everything they do shall prosper.
3

THE EPISTLE

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Lector A Reading from the Epistle of James.

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts,
do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to
God, and he will draw near to you.
- The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able
SEQUENCE HYMN #628

Help us, O Lord, to learn

Words: William Watkins Reid, Jr. (b. 1923), alt., Music:St. Ethelwald, William Henry Monk (1823–1889); Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1959 by The Hymn Society of America, Texas
Christian University, Fort Worth, TX 76129. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709853.

THE GOSPEL
Celebrant
People

Mark 9:30-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was
teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands,
and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
- The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Please be seated
THE SERMON
A period of silence may be kept.

The Reverend Edward T. Kelaher

Please stand if you are able
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please kneel or sit

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI AND CONFESSION OF SIN
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Samuel and Anne our Bishops; Ed our Priest; and all
bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
We pray for all of who have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus -- those who are sick,
those who’ve died, and those who mourn. Silence
As we pray for the folks on our prayer list …
for all who are traveling, especially Josey Parker, Cameron Klass, and Jack Tincher …
and those with special needs:
Gilliam Nicholson, Michael Roels, Mark Adkins, Chris Alexander, Cora Alexander, Amanda Amon,
Ella Asebes, Scott Biesecker, Alice Brandon & family, Baylee Brown, Gayle Burke, Will Burke, Andrea
Cain, Stella Cappel, Russell Cinque, Lynne Cleckley, Morgan Curia, Barbara Dixon, Anita Ewbank,
Mark Frye, Aubrie Gallen, Shana Garland, Marlon Gaskins, Susan Gibson, Holly Gray, Jane Grimes,
George Hanna, Rob Hare, Kristen Harris, Nancy Hinkle, Chris and Mike Hodges, Jon Huff,
Lindsay Layfield, Cara Lee, Lynn Mack, Carol May, Kate McKenzie, Nicholas Melomo, Molly Michael,
Roan Mitchell, Dan & Fran Moore, O'Lema Morgan, Page Onorato, Lynn Parsley, Gabby Plott,
Jacklyn Rojas, Suzy Sheets, Talmadge Silversides, Robin Sink, Amy Burkhart Smith, Dan Griff Smith,
Martha Ellen Smith, Louise Snyder, Robin Tilley, Jackie Touchton, Toni Underwood, Kathy Watson,
Frances Welch, Courtney Weller, Flynn Williams, Mary Williams, and Charlotte Young.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

Silence

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The celebrant may add a concluding collect.

Please stand if you are able
THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
CHOIR ANTHEM

All Things Bright and Beautiful - R. Shephard

Please remain standing
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down
from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting
peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power
to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS #S129

The people stand or kneel
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
Celebrant

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
All kneeling or sitting
If you are unable to receive communion at the altar rail, please notify an usher so that communion can
be brought to you.

Words: Greek, ca. 110; tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984), rev.; Music: Rendez à Dieu, melody and harm. att.
Louis Bourgeois (1510?–1561?). Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709853.

COMMUNION HYMN #302

Father, we thank thee who has planted

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
Please stand if you are able
CONCLUDING HYMN #423

Immortal, Invisible, God only wise

Unless otherwise noted, all hymns printed in this bulletin are from The 1982 Hymnal or LEVAS II and are in public domain.

THE DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

All Glory Be to God On High - J. S. Bach

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY:
Lector:
Intercessor:
Ushers:
Greeter:
Acolyte:
Audio Visual:

Kathie Goodman
Kristi Allred
Joe Wallace, Bill Gilleland
Barbara Presnell
Sidney Briggs
David Jones, Russ Johnson, Wes Allred

The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God
from the Grace Church family
in honor of The Reverend Ed & Patty Kelaher
on our first day of worship together.
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Lexington, North Carolina 27292-3234
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Belinda MacKinstry
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Mark Petruzzi

Walter Beeker
David Jones
Cathy Riggan
Robin Sink

Please recycle this bulletin in the basket in the narthex on your way out.

