(Masks must be worn during this service)

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 8, 2021
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II - 10:00 a.m.

PRELUDE

Holy Manna - C. Callahan

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #48
(Masks must be worn while singing this hymn)

O day of radiant gladness

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
THE FIRST READING

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

The king, David, ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the
young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the
commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the
battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants
of David, and the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. The battle
spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the
sword. Absalom happened to meet the servants of David.
Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak.
His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the
mule that was under him went on.
And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him.
Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For the Lord
has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.” The
king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May
the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.”
The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he
went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you,
O Absalom, my son, my son!”
- The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130 (Responsively, by whole verse)
Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;
LORD, hear my voice; let your ears consider well
the voice of my supplication.
1

If you, LORD, were to note what is done
amiss, O Lord, who could stand?
2

For there is forgiveness with you;
therefore you shall be feared.
3

I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him;
in his word is my hope.
4

My soul waits for the LORD,
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
5

O Israel, wait for the LORD,
for with the LORD there is mercy;
6

With him there is plenteous redemption,
and he shall redeem Israel from all their
sins.
7

THE EPISTLE

Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of
one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not
make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly
with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. Let no evil talk come
out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words
may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you
were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath
and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Therefore be imitators
of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
- The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN #335 (vv. 1-3)

I am the bread of life

THE GOSPEL
Celebrant
People

John 6:35, 41-51
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever
believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down
from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother
we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do
not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent
me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall
all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not
that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very
truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the
manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so
that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever
eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.”
- The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON
A period of silence may be kept.

The Reverend Thomas B. Carter

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM VI AND CONFESSION OF SIN
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Samuel and Anne our Bishops; Tom our Priest today; and
all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

We pray for all of who have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus -- those who are sick,
those who’ve died, and those who mourn.
Silence

As we pray for the folks on our prayer list …
for all who are traveling, especially Josey Parker and Cameron Klass …
and those with special needs:
Robin Sink, Will Burke, Jackie Davis, Mark Adkins, Chris Alexander, Cora Alexander, Amanda
Amon,
Cain,

Ella Asebes, Scott Biesecker, Alice Brandon & family, Baylee Brown, Gayle Burke, Andrea

Stella Cappel, Russell Cinque, Lynne Cleckley, Becky Clodfelter, Richard Cooper, Morgan

Curia,

Barbara Dixon, Johanna Dresser, Suzanne Eller, Anita Ewbank, Mark Frye, Aubrie Gallen,

Shana Garland, Marlon Gaskins, Susan Gibson, Holly Gray, Jan Greer, Jane Grimes, George Hanna,
Rob Hare, Kristen Harris, Elizabeth Harvey, Nancy Hinkle, Chris and Mike Hodges, Jon Huff,
Nancy Hutchins, Lindsay Layfield, Cara Lee, Lynn Mack, Carol May, Kate McKenzie, Nicholas
Melomo,

Molly Michael, Roan Mitchell, Dan & Fran Moore, O'Lema Morgan, Page Onorato,

Lynn Parsley, Gabby Plott, Jacklyn Rojas, Suzy Sheets, Talmadge Silversides, Amy Burkhart Smith,
Dan Griff Smith, Martha Ellen Smith, Louise Snyder, Clarice & Henry Surratt, Robin Tilley,
Jackie Touchton, Toni Underwood, Kathy Watson, Frances Welch, Courtney Weller, Susan
Whetmore,

Flynn Williams, Mary Williams, and Charlotte Young.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; In your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The celebrant may add a concluding collect.

THE PEACE
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY

"Resignation" - Early American folk melody

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down
[on this day] from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all
truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your
Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
The celebrant continues…

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The celebrant continues…

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
Celebrant

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE BLESSING
DISMISSAL HYMN #649

O Jesus, joy of loving hearts

THE DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

Processional - J. Blersch
The flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God
in loving memory their parents
Georganne Bingham, Charlie Jordan,
and Jean and Elmer Nance,
by Staley & Jim Nance.

Celebrant: The Rev. Thomas Carter
Lector: Jim Nance
Intercessor: Staley Nance
Acolyte: Kate Inabinett
Audio Visual: David Jones

The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to be a welcoming community of faith
guided by the life and teachings of Jesus.
In light of this mission we strive:
●
●
●
●
●

to promote spiritual growth and healing through worship, study, and fellowship.
to sustain a mutually supportive community
to invite and include all who would seek and serve God with us.
to serve those beyond our parish.
to advocate social, environmental, and economic justice.

Grace Episcopal Church
419 S. Main Street
Lexington, North Carolina 27292-3234
phone: 336-249-7211
fax: 336-249-8711
email: gracechurch@lexcominc.net
www.gracechurchlexington.org

The Most Reverend Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Right Reverend Samuel Rodman, Diocesan Bishop
The Right Reverend Anne Hodges-Copple, Bishop Suffragan
Joan Clodfelter, Organist & Choir Director
Carrie Ingram, Christian Education & Communications Director
Maureen Tincher, Parish Administrator

THE VESTRY
Tommy Black - Sr. Warden
Miles Cleckley - Treasurer
Linda Cox - Clerk
Belinda MacKinstry

Wes Allred
Pam Harvey – Jr. Warden
Sandra Husted
Mark Petruzzi

Walter Beeker
David Jones
Cathy Riggan
Robin Sink

Vestry Person of the month for August is Linda Cox.

Please recycle this bulletin in one of the baskets in the narthex on your way out.

