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Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain – setting by W. Wold

PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE
Celebrant
People

“The Light of Christ”
Thanks be to God.

OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection,
may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON

Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen
by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name."
- The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 (responsively by whole verse)
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures for ever.

The Lord has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.

Let Israel now proclaim,
"His mercy endures for ever."

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.

"This is the gate of the Lord;
he who is righteous may enter."

There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"

The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the Lord.

SEQUENCE HYMN

This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Christ is Alive (#182) – harm. by L. Mason

THE GOSPEL
Celebrant
People

Mark 16:1-8

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large,

had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there
is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
- The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

A period of silence may be kept.

The Reverend James Bernacki

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
Celebrant
People

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant
People

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

People

People

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
People

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant

People
Celebrant

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FORM I
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

THE PEACE

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (#174) – J. Hintze

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer A)
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.
By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION AND PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Celebrant In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your

blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering Grace Church in Lexington
and those worshiping there, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all
the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection,
for the means of grace and the hope of glory. And particularly for the blessings given me….
All

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time
receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace
you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending
peace. Amen.
Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom
and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness;
and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or
disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY

Deck Thyself With Joy - Crüger

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
Celebrant
People

POSTLUDE

Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!
Hallelujah, Amen (from Judas Maccabaeus) – G. F. Handel

The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to be a welcoming community of faith
guided by the life and teachings of Jesus.
In light of this mission we strive:
●
●
●
●
●

to promote spiritual growth and healing through worship, study, and fellowship.
to sustain a mutually supportive community
to invite and include all who would seek and serve God with us.
to serve those beyond our parish.
to advocate social, environmental, and economic justice.
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