Grace Episcopal Church
Lexington, North

May 2021
Grace Episcopal Church
419 S. Main Street
Lexington, NC 27292-3234
336.249.7211 phone
336.249.8711 fax
gracechurch@lexcominc.net or
gracechurchlexington@gmail.com

The GraceVine
“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” – Ezekiel 37:14

Dear People of Grace,

https://gracelexingtonnc.org/
Sunday Services
COVID-19: 10:00 a.m. on Facebook

Several new ministries have evolved during the pandemic that reach our
congregation and others.

Rite 1 - 9:00 a.m., in the Chapel
Rite 2 - 11:00 a.m., in the Church
9:45 a.m., Sunday School

1) We conduct and offer Virtual Worship services and outreach via Facebook,
along with Christian Formation events. 2) This year, we partnered with Habitat
Summer - 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel
for Humanity on an outreach project that benefits a Habitat family and Grace
Food Ministry. Habitat purchased a house (formerly Grace Place) that was sold to
them upon diocesan approval for a veteran’s family placement. As part of their Habitat sweat equity
contribution, this family volunteers with our Sunday Lunch Program. 3) Another ministry renders
congregational care for some members at home. Our Journey to Adulthood teens deliver Sunday Lunch
takeout meals, providing food for many giving and receiving souls.
We are lifted by your interest and involvement. Your energy, ideas, new ministries, ongoing ministries—all
have inspired a prayer. We offer it in celebration of our Congregation and Pentecost, which commemorates
the birth of the Christian Church.

Prayer for Grace Church by Our Congregation
Almighty God, the source of hope, grace, and fulfillment, you know our every need and desire.
We thank you for your Church and all the blessings of this life.
By your Holy Spirit, we pray—
Give us confidence, discernment, openness and wisdom in your ways and purpose for us.
Guide us all: as we seek a new parish Rector, those supporting us, and those searching a call.
Lead us to a mutual vision, mission and ministry to be a welcoming community of faith
guided by the life and teachings of Jesus in our parish, surroundings and world
with a Rector who feels a joyful call to:
Grow kindly with us, learning spiritually and serving toward becoming God’s Beloved Community;
Ready us, help empower and equip us in leadership and management as lay ministers and stewards;
Act with keen knowledge, leadership, preaching and teaching gifts that foster care, gratitude and
service;
Collaborate and engage with all ages in activities that honor traditions and to explore new ones;
Experience life’s ups and downs with us in love, renewal and resilience to the glory of your name.
These things we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We are grateful for your love, prayers, and support of Grace Church.
May the loving, guiding light of Christ be known to us all—
Tommy Black, Senior Warden

Pam Harvey, Junior Warden

Commitment to Grace
Dear People of Grace,
I was deeply touched by John Taylor’s comments in
last month’s Grace Vine as well as his commitment.
It led me to reflect on my love for Grace and for the
people that share that love. Most of the happy
memories that Bob and I have cherished over the
last 42 years are connected in some way with Grace.
During this last year, we have missed making those
memories and the children and adults that we see
on Sundays. All the reflection, memories, hope for
the future have led me to look more closely at my
pledge and ask myself, can I afford to give more for
the well-being of Grace? Without a doubt I could and

I joyfully and without hesitation made an additional
contribution to the operation budget. Perhaps you
aren’t in that same position, but it would be most
helpful to our future going forward if you could go
through a similar process and either pledge a little if
you haven’t pledged or increase your pledge by
whatever is right for you. I hope you will give this
opportunity serious consideration.
Thank you, John Taylor, for your commitment to
Grace and taking the first step.
Love and Peace to each of you,
Sandra Husted

Grace Church Endowment Trust Scholarship
The Grace Episcopal Church Endowment Trust
Committee met on March 16th to review the assets
of the Trust and make determinations on
applications received for academic scholarship funds
generated by those assets.
This year the Committee received 13 applications
from deserving young adults that included parish
members and others. 11 of those applications met

the requirements as outlined in the Trust's written
policy and procedures.
The Committee is pleased to announce that
scholarships were awarded to all 11 applications that
met the requirements totaling $33,000.00
The application for the 2021-2022 academic year will
be available starting in January of next year, and will
be posted on the Church's website.

Organ Fund
Yup, that is it - THE
Pencil Eraser, the first
one ever to be elevated
to
the
level
of
Diapason Stop!! Will
there be more? Or will
something else (like
chewing gum - 0h the
horrors of it) be next in
line to help our organ?
I joke, but I don't.

been THE constant elements of our Worship during
this pandemic. We cannot change the Liturgy, but
we CAN and should maintain our organ to continue
that constancy in our Worship. Thank you Joan
Clodfelter for offering the wonderful music every
week!
Should you want to help, make a donation to the
church, marking it clearly for the Organ Fund! It is
for all of us and beyond. Thank you!
Peace, Kathie G

Remember the Liturgy and our organ music have
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Vestry Update
Our most recent meeting was held at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday, April 20 via Zoom. This was a very special
meeting because we had Canon of Transition,
Catherine Massey attending. Our goal was to allow
her to ‘meet’ our newest vestry members and to
update them on the transition process, timeline and
to answer any questions and clarify misunderstandings. All members were present and after greeting
Catherine and all attendants, Tommy opened the
meeting with a moment of silence and prayer.
Catherine had committed one hour to us from her
schedule, so we let her lead the meeting from the
start and we closed the meeting with our posted
agenda. She did an outstanding job in reviewing the
particulars of the Rector Times Certain process. She
clarified her role and offered guidance for discerning
our portfolio and ‘calling vs. hiring’. She also
reassured us that we were ‘right on track’ and that
our timeline looked good for submitting our
Community Ministry Portfolio, as this is the “season”
when Rectors begin thinking of a new call and start
looking at postings from parishes that are seeking a
new priest. She comforted us with a reminder that
people are generally impatient and that COVID has
heightened this impatience – stick to our goal of
being ‘thorough but expedient’.
After an extensive question and answer period, we
thanked Canon Massey and she left the meeting.
Miles, presented the financial report through March
31. Our cash position improved and we received
over $27,000 in pledges for the month, but we are
still $18,000 behind YTD. We are now operating on a
new financial system called Realm and Miles & Cindy
are working to amend, consolidate & finesse some of
the reporting. Next month, the report will reflect
those modifications.
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The minutes from our March meeting were
discussed and after review were approved.
The Commission reports had been previously
submitted and were discussed and approved. Our
Commissions have been very busy in maintaining our
parish, our programs and our facilities. The vestry
thanked all for their dedication and commitment to
Grace during our transition period. We are
functioning very well due to their leadership and
follow through. We are blessed with dedicated souls.
On other matters:












A special call meeting has been scheduled for
Wednesday, April 28 to work on completion of
the CMP (Community Ministry Portfolio ) which is
required for our RTC posting
Barbara Presnell & Susan Terrell have been
recruited to assist with the writing of the
narratives for the portfolio
Zimmer & Co. will inspect and tune our organ on
April 22. They will also offer their written
recommendation for the future action concerning
the console
A letter submitted by J2A members was read to
the vestry listing their wants & hopes for qualities
in a new Rector
Wells Fargo sent the settlement donation from the
Mary Davis estate and the funds were to be deposited
in the Building Fund Endowment as requested
All Saints Church in Concord is sending a contingency on April 26 to inspect our Columbarium and
garner ideas for their in-ground niches.

With no further business, Tommy thanked everyone
and closed with a prayer.

Page 3

J2A Update
The Grace J2A youth have been gathering each
Sunday at the picnic tables for our weekly meetings
and discussions. A wide range of topics are covered
including their thoughts on ideal qualities for our
new rector. They composed the attached letter
sharing their ideas with the vestry. It certainly
contains wisdom beyond their youth. In addition,
we disperse from these gatherings to deliver Sunday
lunch (thanks Mary Matthews and Marlene Jones) to
10-12 members of our congregation who are on the
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prayer list or simply need a visit from a smiling
teenager with some comfort food. The following
prayer is included with each meal:
May Peace be with you in heart and mind and body.
May you experience Grace and Healing Love.
May you be lifted as Life opens windows through
which the Eternal sends Light.
These young people are truly a blessing of Grace
Church.
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Men of Grace
In spite of not being able to hold our annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper, through generous
donations and a healthy reserve, the Men of Grace
Church donated monies to several causes this spring,
including donations to our own J2A and Rite-13
youth groups who have been unable to meet, fund
raise and hold regular activities until recently, the
Rector’s discretionary fund which had not been
replenished very much during the past year, and the
Grace Episcopal Church Lexington, North Carolina

J. Smith Young YMCA for use towards its summer
day camp programs given the Y has been on the
“front line” of supporting working families and kids
during the pandemic.
We look forward to resuming our annual tradition in
2022!
Patrick Miller and David Inabinett
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Allgood, Bobby
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Campbell, Donna
Cappell, Stella
Cinque, Russell
Cleckley, Lynne
Clodfelter, Becky
Cooper, Richard
Curia, Morgan
Dixon, Barbara
Dresser, Johanna
Eller, Suzanne
Frye, Mark
Gallen, Aubrie
Garland, Shana
Gaskins, Marlon
Gibson, Susan
Gray, Holly
Greer, Jan
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Harvey, Elizabeth
Hinkle, Nance
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Hutchins, Nancy
Johnson, Brinkley
King, Anne
Koontz, Joe
Layfield, Lindsay
Lee, Cara
Lowery, Michael
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Onorato, Page
Parsley, Lynn
Plott, Gabby
Reed, Bob
Reynolds, Bob
Rojas, Jacklynn
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend
John Taylor’s Brother-in-law
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Friends
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Friend
Parishioner
Joan’s daughter-in-law
Friend
Former Parishioner
Friend
Pam Harvey’s cousin
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend
Pam’s Daughter
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Former Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Kathie ‘s & Judie’s brother
Friend
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter

Sheets, Suzy
Silversides, Talmadge
Smith, Amy Burkhart
Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Snyder, Louise
Surratt, Clarice & Henry
Tilley, Robin
Touchton, Jackie
Underwood, Toni
Watson, Kathy
Welch, Frances
Weller, Courtney
Whetmore, Susan
Williams, Flynn
Young, Charlotte

Parishioner
Parishioner
Art’s daughter
Parishioner
Parishioner
Cathy Riggans’ mother
Former Parishioners
Frances Garner’s niece
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend
Friend
Suzy Sheets’ mother
Friend
Friend
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

May Birthdays
May 4
May 4
May 5
May 12
May 12
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 26
May 26
May 26
May 27
May 31

Tere Wagner
Kim Holton
John Everhart
Thompson Miller
Leslie Sheets
Staley Nance
Joe Wallace
Craig McCall
Marjorie Parker
Jim Burke
Mary Williams
Mary Bolstad
Artie Burkhart
Wyvonne Robertson
Mark Petruzzi
Wayne Alley

2021 YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS
through March

Budgeted to-date

$73,950

Actual Income

$43,244

Actual Expenses

$58,367
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Christian Formation
In the month of May, all ages of children's formation
will be back in person! On Sunday afternoons,
children in Kindergarten through 5th grade will meet
from 4:00-4:45 and Rite 13 (6th-8th grade) will meet
from 5:00 - 5:45. Both groups will meet at the picnic
tables in our outdoor space with masks and social
distancing in place. Pre-registration is required for K5th grade, please go to the Sign Up Genius link here

to sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805054BADA822A2FB6-outdoor1
Thank you for helping us follow the guidelines set by
the Diocese so that we can be back together again
safely!

On Sunday, April 18, Rite 13 made new aprons
for the Sunday lunch program with the help of
Kathy Johnson and Kathie Goodman. Thank
you to Chris Hodges and Kathie Goodman for
donating all of the materials. And a special
thank you to Cooper Petruzzi for his Instagram
help!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

6:00 pm UC
Food Ministries
Meeting

9

10

11

16

17

18
5:30 pm
Finance Comm.
Meeting
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

5

Church Office Closed

Drivers Needed
There is an urgent need for drivers to deliver meals to
homes for the Episcopal route of Meals-on-Wheels. The
route will be going back to a regular delivery schedule soon
and would like to have several drivers to help when
needed.
If you would like to volunteer to deliver meals two times
per month for a total of 3 hours each month, please contact
Bob Husted at 336-248-4934 at your earliest convenience.

