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Rite 1 - 9:00 a.m., in the Chapel
Rite 2 - 11:00 a.m., in the Church
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The GraceVine
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when it is revealed, we will be like him,
for we will see him as he is.
– 1 John 3:2
Dear People of Grace,
With the Vestry, we thank you for your thoughtful responses to the Congregational
Survey. The next step in the clergy transition process is a Community Ministry
Questionnaire, which will be used for the Community Ministry Portfolio. The questions
are included in this GraceVine and have been emailed.

Our discernment continues with God’s help and help from you, our staff, and diocesan
leadership. As we proceed with steps toward calling a new Rector, we become more and
more aware that we are God’s Children in God’s Church and a new Rector will be with us in God’s time.
Summer - 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel

Along with COVID and other matters of life, this process may seem like months in the wilderness—Take heart. We are
not alone. In the Vestry Resource Guide 2017 revision it states,
Whatever the reason, clergy transitions shake things up and place particular demands on wardens and
vestries. Clergy transitions challenge congregations and leaders to reflect deeply and prayerfully on who
they are, what they have been in the past, and where God is leading them. These transitions offer a rich
opportunity for your vestry and entire congregation to focus on vision and mission and to think even
more deeply about what Jesus is calling your church to do and to become.
What is Jesus calling our church to do and to become? As God leads us, so will our new Rector be led to us.
We are grateful for your love, prayers, and support of Grace Church this Eastertide.
May the loving, guiding light of Christ be known to us all—
Tommy Black, Senior Warden

Pam Harvey, Junior Warden

Community Ministry Portfolio
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Vestry Update
The Vestry held our regularly scheduled meeting on
Tuesday, March 16th at 7:00 PM via Zoom. All
members were present. After greeting all members,
a moment of silence was held and Tommy opened
with a prayer.
Treasurer, Miles Cleckley gave the Treasurer’s
report. It was noted that we have a balance of
$80,382 in our Operating Account at the end of
February. The downside news is that our pledge
revenues are $23,049 behind YTD. Our expenses
are $6,293 below our budgeted YTD. Miles also
reported that we were notified that we have been
awarded another PPP grant for 2021.
After
discussion, the February financials were accepted
and approved.
The Vestry minutes for February were reviewed and
approved.

Wes Allred. We welcome them to the Vestry.
Senior Warden, Tommy Black reported that a call
meeting to update our website took place on March
9th. Kathy Johnson agreed to take on the task with
the help of Barbara Presnell. The purpose was to
make adjustments to our website to make it more
visible and informative for any prospective priest
that might be interested in Grace Church once our
profile goes out. Kathy & Barbara have done a
wonderful job in a very short time! The Parish
survey results have been forwarded to Canon
Massey and Pam & Tommy were having a zoom
meeting with her to review and proceed with the
next phase of the RTC Transition process.
With no further business, Tommy thanked everyone
for a productive meeting and closed with a prayer.

Commission reports were submitted by email prior
to the meeting. After discussion they were noted
and approved. Of note: Liturgy and Worship has
done a great job in getting Lay Leaders to serve in
Rite I services and having The Reverend Jim Bernacki
to serve for us during Holy Week. Buildings and
Grounds reported that bids had been accepted to
install a one-way glass window for our A/V room in
the sanctuary and security windows to be installed in
the Choir room doors. A motion was approved to
fund the project.
Other matters: Walter Beeker reported that our
official date for our Bi-Centennial will be April 18,
2022. More details will come forward as plans for
the celebration develop.
Junior Warden, Pam Harvey presided over the
nominations and selection process to fill the 3
available seats for the vestry. The nominees were:
Sandra Husted, Marjorie Parker, Cathy Riggan, Wes
Allred, Marilyn Taylor, and Logan Sheets. After
deliberations and several close ballots, the following
were appointed: Sandra Husted, Cathy Riggan &
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Setting an Example
During this Lenten season, I have done a great deal
of praying and contemplating. I have looked inward
regarding my role as a parishioner. I have been
focusing on how I, and we as a parish, can improve
and thrive. I have also looked outward to the needs
of our beloved parish. It’s very clear to me that the
relationship between a parish and parishioner is a
two-way street.

Grace family offers us. To that point, many of us
received a government stimulus check recently;
whereas, the church did not. In an effort to set an
example, I wish to give half of my stimulus check to
help strengthen our parish finances. I will, of course,
continue to tithe monthly as well. Our church needs
us all to step up and contribute with our time, talent,
and especially our treasure.

I know that tithing is critical to the very survival of
our parish. We are at a crossroads as we are in
search of a new priest. It is paramount that we all
contribute as well as enjoy the blessings that the

Thank you so much for allowing me to serve our
parish family. God’s grace and peace be with you
now and always.
John Taylor

Attendance at Sunday Services
The Diocese has opened in-person worship to groups
of 25 or less, and now that Davidson County’s COVID
-19 positivity test rates are down to 5.9, we are
opening our sanctuary to more in-person
worshippers. Those who serve (Joan, 2 lay readers,
A/V helpers, Tommy/Pam) require 5 of those 25
spots, but there is space for 20 more. Liturgy and
Worship Commission has decided to offer those
spaces on a rotating basis to individuals and families
who would like to attend in-person services. You

may sign up for one of the 18 available spots here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/805054BADA822A2FB6-inperson
COVID-19 protocols, including masking and social
distancing, must be strictly observed. Please take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to sit in the
sanctuary and worship with fellow parishioners! If
you have questions, please contact Staley Nance at
sejnance@gmail.com or 336-425-3773.

Special circumstances of the Congregation may arise during our clergy transition. For
assistance and support for Baptisms, Burials, Confirmations, Holy Communion, Marriages,
and in case of illness, injury, or death, please contact the Wardens as soon as possible:
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Senior Warden Tommy Black

tblack14@triad.rr.com

cell 336.255.0895

Junior Warden Pam Harvey

pharvey@ctilex.com

cell 336.255.5400
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New Beginnings with Improvements
I am launching off the Rev. Jim Bernacki's theme on
Palm Sunday when he so very clearly marked the
pandemic as an opportunity for new beginnings. We
at Grace Church are certainly in the midst of new
beginnings - whether personal or as
Parish
Family. Obviously our 'major new beginning' will be
that of a new priest.
However, there are many signs in our Parish life of
changes - refurbishing of the preschool/fellowship
hall, major maintenance in the Undercroft, updating
of the Columbarium and the outdoor space behind
the church, to name a few of the obvious. The
Vestry, Wardens and Commissions have been
working very hard to maintain our physical assets.
Of course the BIG change is directly because of the
pandemic - that of virtual live-streamed
services. These services have evolved from a 2
person 'said service' in the Chapel captured by cell
phone to lay-led services in the Church with new
audio-visual equipment that will allow us to always
stream our services to those at home.

One of the very first requests from parishioners
listening to our Chapel services was for music - "can't
we please have Joan to play?". All through these
changes her music, as well as the Liturgy, has been a
constant, solid reminder of how wonderful our
services can be.
The Book of Common Prayer maintains the liturgy
for us, but WE must maintain the music! It is past
time for the organ to have a major physical,
diagnosis, and maintenance performed (we should
not have to physically use pencil erasers under
stops) !! Please help us to be able to do that....
There is an organ fund that is not healthy enough for
this. Mother's Day, Father's Day (another pair of
sox?), birthdays, memorials, just because you love
the music, any reason , or no reason is a wonderful
reason to help maintain our organ and the beautiful
music Joan Clodfelter plays for us!
Thank you, Blessing, & Peace, Kathie G

At-Home Communion
If you are worshipping with us on Facebook during
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter, Liturgy and
Worship Commission invites you to join the inperson worshippers in communion by partaking of
wine (or substitute) and bread (or substitute) at
home. While you will not be participating in Holy
Communion, because your wine and bread will not
be consecrated, this act of spiritual communion will
bring you into closer fellowship with our community
and with God.
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Prayer List
Adkins, Mark
Alexander, Chris
Alexander, Cora
Allgood, Bobby
Amon, Amanda
Asebes, Ella
Beck Barbara
Brandon, Alice & family
Brown, Baylee
Cain, Andrea
Cappell, Stella
Cinque, Russell
Cleckley, Lynne
Clodfelter, Becky
Cooper, Richard
Curia, Morgan
Dixon, Barbara
Dresser, Johanna
Eller, Suzanne
Gallen, Aubrie
Garland, Shana
Garner, Frances
Gaskins, Marlon
Gibson, Susan
Greer, Jan
Grimes, Jane
Hanna, George
Hanson, Sally
Hare, Rob
Harris, Kristen
Harvey, Elizabeth
Hinkle, Nance
Hodges, Chris & Mike
Huff, Jon
Hutchins, Nancy
Johnson, Brinkley
King, Anne
Koontz, Joe
Layfield, Lindsay
Lowery, Michael
Mack, Lynn
May, Carol
Melomo, Nicholas
Michael, Molly
Mitchell, Roan
Morgan, O’Lema
Onorato, Page
Parsley, Lynn
Plott, Gabby
Reynolds, Bob
Rojas, Jacklynn
Sheets, Suzy
Silversides, Talmadge
Smith, Amy Burkhart
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Parishioner
Friend
Friend
John Taylor’s Brother-in-law
Rick Mack’s sister
B & W MacKinstry’s granddaughter
Parishioner
Friends
Parishioner
Friend
Parishioner
Friend
Parishioner
Joan’s daughter-in-law
Friend
Former Parishioner
Friend
Pam Harvey’s cousin
Jane Grime’s Sister-in-law
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
K. Everhart’s brother
Parishioner
Penny Taylor’s brother
Friend
Pam’s Daughter
Talmadge’s sister-in-law
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Former Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Parishioner
Max & Peggy Walser’s grandson
Talmadge’s cousin
Friend
Friend
Parishioner
Friend
Friend
Friend
M&L Cleckley’s granddaughter
Parishioner
Parishioner
Art’s daughter

Smith, Dan Griff
Smith, Martha Ellen
Snyder, Louise
Surratt, Clarice & Henry
Tilley, Robin
Touchton, Jackie
Underwood, Toni
Watson, Kathy
Welch, Frances
Weller, Courtney
Whetmore, Susan
Williams, Flynn
Young, Charlotte

Parishioner
Parishioner
Cathy Riggans’ mother
Former Parishioners
Frances Garner’s niece
B. MacKinstry’s sister
Friend
Friend
Suzy Sheets’ mother
Friend
Friend
B & B Gilleland’s grandson
Carolyn Wolfe’s sister

April Birthdays
Apr 1
Apr 1
Apr 7
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 12
Apr 15
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 20
Apr 23
Apr 25
Apr 25
Apr 29
Apr 30

Krista Manning
Brittany Shaw
Virginia Hartzog
Nancy Mack
Barbara Presnell
Peggy Walser
Brent Welborn
Warren MacKinstry
Charlie Matthews
Max Walser
David Jones
Bett Hargrave
John Taylor
Annabell Wolfe
Tanner Sheets
Cathy Riggan
Olivia Manning
Dakota Lamb
Mal Grimes
Glenn Sheets
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Christian Formation
We are excited to be able to return to in-person
Children's Formation after Easter! Beginning Sunday,
April 18, we will stagger the return of age groups so
that we can all get used to being back together and
the new guidelines we'll need to follow. All groups
will gather at the picnic tables in the outdoor space,
wear masks, and stay 6 ft. apart. (Children in the
same household may sit at the same picnic table.)
Sunday, April 18
Rite 13 meets from 5:00-5:45
Sunday, April 25
3-5 grades meet from 4:00-4:45
Rite 13 meets from 5:00-5:45

Sunday, May 2
K-5 meets from 4:00- 4:45
Rite 13 meets from 5:00-5:45
Sundays May 9, 16, and 23
K-5 meets from 4:00-4:45
Rite 13 meets from 5:00-5:45
Parents, please be sure that your child is wearing a
mask and understands that we will need to maintain
social distancing during our time together. We also
ask that you are on time to pick up your child so that
we can adequately clean for the next group and not
have more people in one space than we are able to
have according to the Diocesan guidelines. Please
contact Carrie Ingram if you have questions.
carrieingram@gmail.com

Newly painted lines
in the 5th Avenue
parking lot
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

28

29

30

31

1

2 Church Office Closed

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

15

16

17

10:30 AM—UC
Liturgy & Worship
Meeting

11

12

13

14
5:30 pm
Finance Comm.
Meeting

3:30 am CR
Columbarium
Committee
Meeting

7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

Updated Website
Please check out the newly refurbished
Grace Church website at
https://gracelexingtonnc.org/.
A huge THANK YOU goes to Kathy Johnson
and her team of many individuals who
helped make it happen!

